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Ask Jerry
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askjerry@jerryhelms.com
jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,
I am an intermediate player
who is an avid reader of your
column. My question relates to
a bad bridge day where every
decision I make seems to be
wrong. I misinterpret signals;
faced with a choice of bids, I
choose the worst one; and in
play, seem to take just about
the least number of tricks pos-
sible as declarer. I feel terrible
and I'm sure my partner that
day feels worse. An experi-
enced player at the club tried
to console me, saying that
everyone has some bad days.
Unfortunately, it feels T am hav-
ing many of those days and se-
riously am considering quitting
bridge. Any advice?

CJ

HiCJ,
Based on my accumulation of mas-
terpoints, I am considered more than
an intermediate player. Despite this,
I too have to fight off the same emo-
tions you are experiencing. There
are sessions where if T am faced with
a choice of opening leads, I always
seem to pick the wrong one. On those
days, I have no hope with a two-way
finesse, because I am going to get it
wrong! Following such a session, it’s
easy to question one’s intellect and
ability. In reality, you need to simply
get over it, put it behind you and fight
your way through the cloud hovering
OVer you.

Consider a basketball analogy ...
on occasion a role player averaging
less than 10 points a game goes crazy
and scores 30 in a single outing.
Afterwards, he explains, “Today the
basket looked as big as the ocean.”

From his perspective, virtually every :

shot he took was destined to go in to
this large target.

On a similar vein, some days at the *

table, I just feel I know what is going
on. Either analytically or intuitive-
ly, I strike the best opening leads,

I take the best line of play on every

deal ... by the way, these days are few
: six+ hearts. So I have just enough

* to go for it and make the opponents
: guess what to lead. I expect some-

* thing like:

(sorry, LeBron) had some bad games. bzx WRQdzxxs W

and far between, but they happen —
similar to the basketball player who
just seems to hit every shot he takes!
Michael Jordan, arguably the great-
est basketball player who ever lived

Not many, but some. If you study
the results of bridge world champi-
onships over the years, you will find
occasional egregious mistakes made
by top experts. They are still experts,
but capable of poor play on occasion.

The key is to shake it off ... stop
thinking negatively. A longtime part-
ner and friend, Bob Bitterman, has
observed that a couple of mistakes on
the first round often leads to a poor
outing because your brain refuses
to engage in what’s coming up and
instead focuses on what is now over.
There is always the next deal and
the next session. In the most recent
Super Bowl, Patrick Mahomes had a
terrible game, but he is certainly not
a terrible football player. The ability
to move on from the negative and
forward to each deal as a new and
exciting opportunity is something to
strive for!

My assistant, Penelope, who knows

a little bit less than zero about sports, :
* ing an intermediate-type hand and

- should play me for about 11 HCP and
: three hearts.”

On the other hand, I think this would *
* “Guard the kings. Partner is very
: sound in fourth seat.” m

found this entire article to be a bit
boring, or sappy, because she under-
stood zero of the sports analogies.

have been a great half-time speech to
rally the troops on a bad day. m
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close to a minimum opening bid with

®Q x x.”

“This will get me going on a mini-

* rant,” says Donn, building up steam
- as he passes. “Of course a weak

* two-bid in fourth seat shows a bet-

* ter hand than in other seats. But it

* should still be the worst of the hands
* with six hearts that vou are choosing
* to open and a hand where you don’t

: expect to have game unless partner

* has surprise distribution. I would call
: partner’s range 9 to a bad 12. Higher
- ranges I have heard, even as high as
: 14-16, make zero sense to me.”

Korbel passes. “In my universe, a

: fourth-seat weak two says you need
- something special to make game.”

Lin: “The standard meaning

of 2% is a subminimum opening
: hand - 9-12 with no game interest.
* Therefore I pass.”

“No aces, no interest,” intones Rigal

- as he passes.

Grossack, 3%: “Raise first, think

later. Trust me. Or don’t.”

Meyers bids 3¥. “Partner is show-

Boehm bids a confident 3NT.

April 2025 | Bridge Bulletin | 61

7



