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Dear Jerry,
Playing matchpoints, my RHO
opened 1 and I held:

M43 YAJS8 ¢AKS853 #64.

At first, I reflectively thought
of making a takeout double,
then I thought about overcall-
ing 1¢. When the smoke cleared
in my brain, I decided to over-
call INT! Just because RHO
opened 14 did not necessarily
mean he had a real suit, orso I
decided. Partner transferred to
hearts and we made three for
an excellent matchpoint result.
Although the experiment
worked, my partner thought
I had lost my mind to choose
the notrump overcall. Your
thoughts?

Aaron

Hi Aaron,

I have a secret admiration for your
action. Let me digress. Years ago, on
a seminar off night, I was drafted

to be a guest speaker at a gathering
that was a mixture of bridge players
and non-bridge players. Generally
the speaker was a poet, a musician,
an investment banker, an author, etc.
Clearly they must have been hard

up to have me! I decided to use a lot
of my Jerry-isms created for bridge
purposes and try to relate them to
everyday life. At some point I sug-
gested that to be successful in bridge
and life, it was often important to
occasionally “color outside the lines.’
My wife, Gini, was in attendance,
and when I brought this up I noticed
a head shake and eye roll suggesting
her disapproval. At the conclusion of
the session, I felt pretty good about
how things had gone. When I asked

]

Gini what did I say that created that
look, her comment was priceless!
“How could you tell people about col-
oring outside the lines, when you've
never seen a line in your life?” Well ...
she might have had a point!

At the table, I would probably have
started by overcalling 19, planning
on doubling back in later to reflect
my values and my tolerance for the
unbid suit or suits. I would reject an
immediate takeout double. If advanc-
er bid one of the majors, now what?
The quality of my diamond suit does
not meet my definition for a “power
double,” i.e., doubling then bidding
my own suit. With this much time to
think of my options, I like your INT
even more.

If partner has a five-card or longer
major, my 15-18 point overcall gives
us a great chance of finding our best
fit and level. If partner has a bal-
anced hand, we might just survive a
notrump contract. If he has minimal
values, we play a notrump partscore,
they take the first five clubs, and we
might still hang on for a plus score.
If he raises notrump, maybe he will
have a stopper, or maybe the oppo-
nents will lead another suit, or maybe :
the opponents’ clubs will be divided
4-4 and just maybe they might run
the club suit and beat me a lot! Seems
like one bad alternative amongst sev-
eral possible good alternatives!

A possible benefit to a 1INT overcall
is making it harder for the opponents
to find a major-suit fit. But with a
hand like yours with no tenaces and
nothing to protect, it comes at the cost
of likely wrong-siding the contract.

I think the matchpoint form of
scoring is a plus for your decision. If
wrong, you only have to apologize to
one person. If you make this decision

https://www.nxtbook.com/acbl/bridgebulletin/2024_11/index.php#/p/52

in a team game and are wrong, you
would have three people to apologize
to!

On a semi-serious note, most high-
ly successful bridge players have
technical skills but also have active
imaginations. The tough part is to
know when to step outside the lines
and when to remain inside. At least
on this deal it appears your instincts
were correct. By the way, if you
reached a notrump contract and the
opponents took a lot of clubs, you
should probably suggest that your
& A was mixed in your clubs and you
thought you had a stopper. My part-
ners are typically more tolerant of my
failing eyesight than my overactive
imagination! m

: @ Ace. A rare time where you might

: not play second hand low. No matter

: who has the king, this is likely best.

. However, if partner has a singleton

: king (or 10), this won’t be a success.

: &) Second hand low. Picture declarer
‘with AQxx. m
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: Defensive Basics

continued from page 52

: being costly (picture declarer with

* Q-J—8-x).

* (3 Second hand low. Don’t overthink
¢ it. In fact, don’t think or hesitate at all.
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