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Dear Jerry,
Recently we had the following
auction:

Me
3A

Partner
29 Pass!

Pass

Pass

My partner passed, holding
an ace and a king, and I took
10 tricks. I maintain my 34
bid was strong, yet he insisted
we play weak jump overcalls.
He maintained that any strong
hand would start with a take-
out double. Settle this dispute
please!

Gene

Hi Gene,

In a way, I suspect you are both right,
but you more than him! On my con-
vention card, we check the box that
says “weak jump overcalls,” but this
applies only when the opponents
open the bidding at the one level or
with any strength-showing initial
action.

The issue that you cite is entirely
different. The principle involved here:
When the opponents show strength,
we often prefer to intervene with
preemptive, space-consuming bids.
When the opponents show weakness,
we more often need actions to show
strength. Put in another way, there
should not be preemptive actions
available to both sides on the same
deal.

For instance, if your RHO opened
2% and you held:

AQJ107643 98 €QJ74 &0,

I can feel the temptation to bid 3
immediately, which reminds me of
one of my general philosophies in

bridge and life: Temptation has never
been a problem. Yielding to tempta-
tion is the problem! If you choose to
act directly with this garbage, your
partner, who is expecting a good
hand, may not be able to take a joke
... meaning Blackwood by him could
result in a negative score! At the
table, not only do I think you should
not bid 34, but I don'’t think you
should even overcall 2. If you pass
and the auction were to continue:

2V
Pass

Pass 4%
44!

Pass

There’s an excellent chance your
partner will play you for a lot of
spades a bit of shape, but not a very
good hand. Hmmm ... pretty much
exactly what you have. Your hopes
are that 4é may be a good sacrifice
if they were making 4% and a good
game if partner has you covered.
There is a sort of joke in the expe-
rienced bridge player community:
When the opponents reach 4% quick-
ly, one of us should strongly consider
bidding 4 !

Assuming the 2% bid was a normal
weak two-bid (although at times, I
am no longer sure what “normal”
actually means!), the jump to 34
should not be considered as weak. My
expectations would be for intervener
to hold a very strong six-card or lon-
ger suit, while expressing very little
interest in the other suits. Partner is
requested to bid game with anything
that resembles a couple of tricks. A
typical holding for the 34 bid might
be:

AAKQI0852 973 AT %Q2.

To make a game, you need some-
thing from partner. In addition, this

https://www.nxtbook.com/acbl/bridgebulletin/2024_10/index.php#/p/52

is the type of hand that is risky to
make a takeout double because on
occasion, partner passes to convert to
penalties. Your extreme spade length
and strength works well on offense,
but may contribute very little defen-
sively against 2% doubled.

Your partner is correct that a take-
out double followed by correction
to your own suit does show a strong
hand, but typically not single-suited.
Example:

AKJ3 WAKJ65 4 SAQ83

24 Dbl
Pass ?

Pass 24

The takeout double clearly contains
extra values but now what? The non-
jump 2 advance could be as little as
zero points, but perhaps as much as 7
or 8 points.

Game, from the doubler’s stand-
point, is still a possibility, but where?
Raising spades immediately, with
only three-card support, seems a bit
dicey when partner could easily hold
a four-card spade suit. In addition,
amongst his meager values, there
could be three-card heart support,
or perhaps a couple of diamond stop-
pers. The immediate takeout double
is the beginning of a “power double,”
i.e., double, followed by correction
to his own suit. Doing so suggests
strong but not forcing values with
flexibility for the final contract. Your
partner should know you do not have
a single-suited hand with a strong
heart suit because you could have
jumped to 3% immediately rather
than starting with a takeout double.

Hopefully this sheds a little light on
the issues your partnership faced. m
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