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Dear Jerry,
I believe that I should respond
14 after a 1¥ opening bid ir-
respective of my heart support.
Incidentally we do not play
Flannery. After opener’s rebid,
I can show my heart support.
My regular partner feels just
the opposite, namely responder
should raise hearts immediate-
ly and bypass a spade response.
My opinion is based on the
extra trick available in the 4—4
fit in partscores and games,
not to mention that uncovering
a double fit sometimes makes
game easier to find.

Minnie

Hi Minnie,
I agree that a 4—4 fit is often superior
to a 5-3 fit. I also concur that pin-
pointing fitting cards in two suits can
lead to better decisions on whether to
bid close games. In my perfect bridge
world, all of my opponents stay
out of my auctions, allowing a free
and easy exchange of information.
Unfortunately, that does not seem to
be the case in the real world. I believe
your partner has a valid point that
you may be overlooking.

Consider the problem created by
your theory when you hold:

M K73 9952 875 #9932,

Partner You
1v Pass 16 3¢
Pass Pass ?

For starters, emotionally, how
would you feel? Armed with the in-
formation that your side at least half
the deck and possesses an eight-card

major fit, it would seem prudent to
compete. The problem as I see it, is
that if you take two bids including
support of hearts at the three level,
your partner would certainly be en-
titled to expect more than a 4-3-3-3
hand with 7 HCP. Perhaps the auc-
tion would have been easier on your
partner had you simply raised the
first time. A more likely holding for
your auction:

MAK73 9QJ2 85 #9732

If you responded 14 and then
competed to 3%, your bidding would
make perfect sense.

I have strong feelings about sup-
porting with support on any hold-
ing where responder can identify at
least a major-suit trump fit while
simultaneously limiting and defining
their values. On the first example,
an immediate raise is clear, while
on the second, taking two bids to re-
flect your constructive values seems
equally clear.

While I am on this general subject,
if your partner opens one of a major
and you hold four-card or longer sup-
port with game-forcing values, as 1
see it, you have exactly two options:
= A Jacoby 2NT game-forcing raise
» An immediate splinter raise.

This means that playing 2/1, if you
start by introducing a new suit at
the two level, and follow by raising
opener’s major, it denies four-card
support! For example, partner opens
14 and you hold:

A0843 W64 SAKJIB83 HAQ.

I could understand the temptation
to show your strong diamond suit
and follow by supporting spades, but
I would not yield to this temptation.

https://www.nxtbook.com/acbl/bridgebulletin/2024_08/index.php#/p/50

The knowledge that we have at least
nine trumps can be very important
for considering slam possibilities;
therefore, on this holding, I would
choose Jacoby 2NT.

In choosing between a splinter or
Jacoby, ask vourself: is it better to
give or receive? Examples (assuming
a 1 opening by partner is passed to
you):
€ AAQ73 998732 @4 &HAK3

I would choose Jacoby 2NT, be-
cause finding heart shortness in
opener’s hand could be very impor-
tant for slam possibilities.

@ AAQ83 YAB64 #KJ72 &6

A clear 4¢ splinter, which makes it
easy for partner to cooperate with the
appropriate holding.

Another consideration. Tend to
avoid what I call “one-under splin-
ters.” Examples:

1v

Pass &

1a Pass 49

Although both of these should be
splinter raises, notice that you have
left zero space for opener to cooper-
ate in a slam exploration without
reaching the five level. The more
space we consume, the less space
we provide partner. That does not
mean that you should not make one-
under splinters, but tend to look for
alternatives.

I fear T have been guilty of some-
thing an old friend, the late Jerry
Cartwright, accused me of: Ask Jerry
a question and he can be a bit like
CNN ... he just goes on, and on, and
on,and on! m

August 2024 | Bridge Bulletin | 51

7



