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Dear Jerry,
My regular partner and I havea
serious disagreement about the

following auction:
INT 2%
2¢ 2V

My partner thought this wasa
weak bid and asked opener to ei-
ther pass or correct to spades de-
pending on his holding. I thought
this should be invitational with
five hearts and four spades. Am I
right or wrong?

Right or Wrong

Dear RW,
Yes!

Oh, I guess you want more! Asis
often the case, it is all about part-
nership agreement. Without discus-
sion, I would be worried about this
sequence but not surprisingly, I have
a strong opinion on this issue. Asa
general approach, I prefer to define
my bids to explore for the best games
rather than on occasion to stopina
superior partscore.

Some partnerships prefer to utilize
something called, “Crawling Stay-
man,” which is a variation of Garbage
Stayman, except with shortness in
diamonds instead of clubs. When
responder to INT holds 0-4 points
with at least four cards in each major
and shortness in diamonds, he bids
Stayman. On a good day, opener
picks a major and a good partscore
has been reached. On some days,
opener responds 2¢. With a Garbage
Stayman hand, responder would be
planning to pass the 2 bid, except
the Crawling Stayman bidder can't,
because diamonds is his short suit.

Sonow responder bids 2% as “pass or
correct.”

In all of my partnerships, with a
holding like:

AAQ WAQ ®Qxxx MIXXXX

we would open 1NT. A 4-2 major fit
does not appeal and if responder is
weak, why are we at the two level?
On some layouts, this approach hits a
home run:

AJB8743 WIO652 ¢4 &6 2

A 2 response hits one out of the
park when opener bids a major and
likely leads to areasonable partscore
after a 2¢ response followed by 2% as
“pass or correct.”

Despite this, I prefer that Stayman,
followed by anything at the two level,
is constructive and puts partnerin
the picture about a possible game.
Holding:

MT52 YVK8T762 €6 #8873,

Iwould start with Stayman, plan-
ning to raise a major suit - at IMPs,
probably to game, while at match-
points, invite. If opener responded 24,
I would bid 2%, not “pass or correct,”
but a constructive action showing
five hearts, four spades. Sometimes
opener holds the right cards to reach
areasonable game. Perhaps:

AK3 WAG54 #A983 SAG42.

Even this 15-count presents a rea-
sonable play for 10 tricks.
A modern approach is to play:

INT 2%
20/2% 24

as a constructive invite in spades
with no reference to the heart suit.

https://www.nxtbook.com/acbl/bridgebulletin/2024_06/index.php#/p/52

Perhaps:
AK J1075 ¥8 #A963 #7762

Traditionally, with this hand you
would either transfer to spades and
pass, or transfer and bid 2NT. With
this new option available, you would
be issuing an invitation showing a
strong five-card spade suit but shape
that is not inclined for play in no-
trump.

Support for my opinion about
constructive follow-ups to Stayman
was provided by none other than
Eddie Kantar. He said that holdinga
bad hand with a five-card major and
a four-card major, he would simply
transfer and pass. He added, “Don’t
call me when you play a 5-2 fitin-
stead of a 4-4!”

Iwould like a similar consideration
- however, you can call or write to me
when you win a team match by reach-
ing and making a skinny major-suit
game!m

Students are
looking for you!

Update your teacher profile
in MyACBL today.
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