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Dear Jerry,
Partner and I have agreed to lead
the ace from A-K-x-(x). An expe-
rienced player told us that this
was fine versus suit contracts,
but not notrump. Explain?

Chip

Hi Chip,

For starters, the late Pat Harrington,
aclose friend and former Bulletin
contributor, coined the phrase “Ace
from space” to describe what is
usually a mistake when you lead an
unsupported ace versus virtually any
contract. Aces are meant to capture
kings, not to collect a bunch of small
cards. For this reason, many have
adopted the concept of leading an ace,
versus a suit contract, to virtually al-
ways guarantee the king to go with it.

When on lead versus a suit contract
with an A-K combination containing
atleast three cards, first leading the
ace is often your best choice. Usually
you win at trick one and effectively
remain on lead a second time, but this
time with the benefit of seeing the
dummy and getting an attitude signal
from partner. At a suit contract, it is
often important to take and/or estab-
lish our winners somewhat quickly
before they disappear. Addendum:
After trick one, itis traditional to
play that if you lead an ace, you deny
holding the king!

Defending notrump is a very differ-
ent matter. Applying standard prac-
tice, the lead of an ace versus notrump
israre! If you are holding A-K-x-x-x
versus notrump, you would tend to
lead fourth-best rather than leading
your ace, especially lacking an outside
entry. The idea is to maintain commu-
nication with your partner. Perhaps
the layout of this suit might be:

Q76
AK543 92
J108

Defending a suit contract, you
should happily lead your ace, then
your king, and give partner a ruff. At
anotrump contract, it would be bet-
ter to lead fourth best, surrender an
early trick, but importantly leaving a
card in your suit in partner’s hand in
case he gets the lead and can return
your suit. Now you get four tricks at
notrump. If you started with either
of your high honors, communication
between your hands is severed.

Traditionally, the lead of an ace
versus any level of notrump contract
is the “power lead” and sends a rad-
ically different message. Holding:
A-K-J-10-(%), or A-K-Q-10-(x),
you should lead the ace! Partneris
required to cooperate by dropping an
honor ifhe holds one, otherwise telling
you how many cards he holds in the
suit. Using standard signals, low from
an odd number, high from an even.

Here are two deals. The two-card
difference in declarer’s hand creates
totally different defensive dilemmas.
INT-3NT on both deals. West leads
club ace.

AAK

vr4

#KJ6432

*754
AT32 . #9854
v653 w--e ¥$AJ1098
97 s 4108
SAKJI103 %92

AQJ106

vKQ2

*AQ5

Q86
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Listening to the bidding, East, with
5 HCP, knows his partner has at most
8-9 points, After the sbA, he knows
all of partner’s points are in clubs!
Attrick one, East plays %9, denying
& Q. The 9 is either a singletonora
doubleton because he would play low
with three. From West’s perspective,
if declarer holds #Q x x x, and partner
asingleton, there is no hope to defeat
the contract. Based on this, West
should shift and hope partner hasan
entry. Looking at dummy, the heart
shiftis the only one that makes sense.
If partner has A now, he will have it
later! On this defense, East wins YA,
returns %2, and the defenders take
the first six tricks.

Make a slight alteration in the lay-
out with the same bidding.

AAK

v74

¢KJB6432

»754
A732 A A9854
v653 woe WKJ1098
97 S ¢10
®AKJ103 *982

AQJ106

vAQ2

¢AQ85

*Q6

Again, West leads #A. East plays
the &2, showing an odd number of
cards. Ifitis a singleton 2, declarer
has#Q xxx, and there is no hope.
Therefore, West should play for his
partner to have three clubs, and
declarer the doubleton queen. On the
&K, great is the fall thereon.

Some partnerships use the king
lead as the “power lead,” and the ace
looking for attitude. Partnership
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