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Jerry Helms

Dear Jerry,

My partner recently gave me a
mini-lesson on a new convention
called splinters. Is this a good
convention and, if so, would you
please exemplify?

Lucy from Florida

Dear Lucy,

I would love to exemplify for you.
This “new” convention is actu-
ally more than 40 years old. It’s
the brainchild of Dorothy Hayden
Truscott. She defined a splinter bid
as an unusual jump to show game-
forcing values, excellent support for
partner’s last-bid suit, and at most
one card in the suit in which the
jump is made. For example:

Opener Responder
AKQ654 AAJ92

VA7 VK652
764 ¢ A843

* KQI &5

With 26 high-card points, there are
at least two losers and more likely
three. Game is high enough. Flip-
flop opener’s minor-suit holdings and
prospects are very different.

Still 26 HCP, yet by ruffing two
clubs, 12 tricks are yours. The key
is whether shortness is located op-
posite strength (bad) or weakness
(good).

Any time you intend to raise to
the level of game you should do
so in the most descriptive fashion
possible. A Jerry-ism:

A good bid is
one that resembles
the cards you hold.

Ask Jerry

After opener starts with 1 &, if
responder can announce to partner
that he holds four-card or longer
trump support, 13 or more “dummy
points” and a singleton or void in
clubs, that would certainly fit my
definition of a very good bid. This
is precisely what a splinter bid al-
lows you to do.

Opener Responder
& 4% (must be Alerted)

On the first set of hands, with the
$K Q 9 “wasted” opposite partner’s
shortness, opener should sign off in
4 & . With opener’s minors reversed
opener knows every HCP he holds
is working in conjunction with
values in responder’s hand. Opener
should take a different view of his
hand.

The splinter may be used in a
variety of situations. Each of the
following jumps could — and in
my opinion, should — be defined
as a splinter raise. Each auction is
followed by two conceivable splinter
hands.
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AKQO74 WAT6S ¢ A84 &5
AAO765 WKIO54 € A75 o —

In each case, a splinter raise de-
scribes a hand with at least four-
card trump support while confirming
values for game opposite the mini-
mum HCP partner has promised.
Confusion over whether a jump is

a natural bid or a splinter raise can
bring about some awful results. You
haven’t really lived until the auc-
tion goes 1 M—Pass—4 ¥ —All Pass!
It’s not much fun to play at the four
level in your singleton instead of
your nine-card fit. To help avoid
this, I offer the following simple
Jerry-ism as a solution:

Any jump that
sounds like it might be
a splinter bid
is a splinter bid!

In time, you will love this “new”
gadget. Consider yourself ex-
emplified. )



