PLAY BRIDGE

Jerry Helms
askjerrvi@jerryvhelms.com

Dear Jerry,

Please settle a dispute my
partier and I are having. 1 say
that INTNT is Blackwood,
and that INT-5NT is “bid 6NT
if you are on the top of your
hid.” My partner maintains that
INTANT suggests slam and is not
Blackwood. Help!

Jerry in St. Croix

As much as | hate to side against
someone with such an interesting
first name, | fear that I must tell
you your partner is correct. When
‘guesstimating” how high to bid
with balanced hands, the number of
high-card points jointly held 1s an
accurate predictor of available tricks.
It is very important to understand
and appreciate the use of guantita-
tive notrump raises.

When both hands are balanced,
game 1s unlikely unless holding at
least 26 total points. With combined
values of fewer than 33 HCP, a
small slam is doubtful. Consider
these auctions:

Opener Responder
INT ZNT

This invites 3NT, Based on the
number (quantity) of HCP held,
opener passes with minimum values
and bids game with a maximum.

Opener Responder
INT 4NT

This invites 6NT. Based on the
numher of HCP held, opener passes
with minimum values and bids slam

fﬁi@]erry

with a maximum.

Opener Responder
| & 2o
INT 4NT

This also invites 6NT. Based on
the number of HCP, opener passes
or bids slam. The general rule is
this: raises to 4NT invite slam just
like a raise to 2NT invites game.
Another way to think of it is this
Jerry-ism:

p If the firsl or last bid made e
was notrump, a bid of 4NT is a
quantitative invitation to slam
A

Lifis I
not Blackwood! d
Some examples:

Opener Responder
AAQS AKTo6
YK54 YA32

¢ K432 #AQS5
hARS K704
INT ANT

Pass

Responder invites, opener rejects. 32
total points. Sure tricks: three spades,
two hearts, three diamonds and two
clubs, or 10 in all. Slam requires 33
diamonds and 3-3 clubs, a probability
of approximately 18%.

Opener Responder
AMAQS AKT6
Y K5 YA32
$KI32 *AQS5
e AES4H K764
INT ANT

6NT

Responder invites, opener accepts.
There are 11 sure tricks, and slam
will make if clubs are 3-2, a 68%
chance.

The worst offensive shape is
4-3-3-3. Better is 4-4-3-2. Even
better is 5-3—3-2. The message: the
more balanced vou are, the more
conservative you should be.

Opener Responder
AAYLBS] K2
vAS2 v K43
®96 * AKJ32
HKJ4 MAS3
1 2%

2NT 4NT

Pass

2NT shows a balanced minimum.
With 18 balanced HCP, responder
invites. No fit, plus a minimum
equals rejection. Slam? If diamonds
are 3-3 with the queen onside, you
have 11 tricks. A club finesse or 3-3
spades is still necessary. Probability:
very low,

If yvou need to ask for aces in
notrump auctions, I recommend
the use of Gerber, which I will
deal with in next month’s column.
Incidentally, INT-5NT forces 6NT
and invites 7NT. Conservatively
guessing, I suspect I have played
more than a million hands, and have
never encountered the auction of
INT-5NT!
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