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Jerry Helms

askjerrv@jerrvhelms.com

Dear Jerry,

In the following uncontested
auction what is the meaning of
4ée?

Opener Responder
INT kL
iv dot

I thought 4% was natural, but
partner insisted it was Gerber.
Mary W., California

Dear Mary,

Unfortunately, the answer to your
question is not clear-cut because
partnership agreement is necessary.
Some partnerships play that 4¢ is
always Gerber while others define
4 as Gerber when “obvious.”
Since 4¢k sometimes needs to be
natural or a cuebid, and “obvious™
is never obvious to me, I find these
agreements unwieldy. Gerber and
Blackwood were never mtended
to propel you into slam but were
designed to act as a fail-safe to avoud
slam missing more than onc ace.

While many agreements are
possible, what is most important is
that you have some agreement. One
premise is clear: Gerber is intended
principally for notrump auctions.

Two playable agreements that are
more definitive and possibly superior:
1. 4 is Gerber only as a jump

response after a notrump bid.
2. 4 is always Gerber after a first
or last notrump bid, jump or not.

Except for partnerships that are
prepared to deal with the complex
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methods, | suggest use of agreement
#2. | recognize there are multiple
technical flaws in this agreement, but
there is one major advantage: In all
notrump auctions, 4¢e by responder
is ace asking. If notrump has not
been bid, you may not know what
4 is, but, pardon my grammar, you
know what it ain’t! I suggest to my
students that until they encounter a
problem using method #2, that they
stick with it. Based on this, your
partner’s bid was ace asking.

This makes hands like:

AKQR2Z WO #0Q72 MAJ654
after a 2NT opening bid impos-
sible to bid intelligently. Unlucky!
Like life, bridge is imperfect. In
my regular partnership with well
over 100 pages of system notes, we
have methods to handle this. My
best guess is that you will not often
encounter this hand, and if

vou do encounter this type hand

on a regular basis, adopt more
advanced options.

Blackwood and Gerber were
intended for use after the bidding
identified slam values and after final
denomination seemed clear. This
deal is tailor-made for Gerber:
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Opener Responder
AATHS AKQIBS42
YAOE4 v3
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s A32 o KOQJ6
INT | ot

44 TNT!

After INT, the power for a
potential slam should be obvious to
responder. With a seven-card spade
suit, and second-round control of
the other three suits, the only issue
is how many aces opener holds.
Opposite one or two aces, game
15 the limit. If opener holds three
aces, O# seems right. When partner
responds 4 #, showing zero or four,
take a chance! Zero is a mathemat-
ical impossibility, and therefore,

13 tricks in notrump is a certainty!

As a matter of historical
perspective, in 1936, Dr. William
Konisherger and Wim Nye publighed
an article in Europe suggesting the
use of 4 as a bid to ask for aces.
In 1938, John Gerber of Houston
“invented” the 4de ace-asking
convention! Hmm ... I guess Gerber
is easier to spell and pronounce than
Konisberger/Nye! 0



