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Jerry Helms
Jjeryvhelms@aol.com

Dear Jerry,
I held this hand:
A104 YVAT05 €Q963 h7642.
Partner opened 1M and I bid
INT. Partner rebid 2% and I
passed because I have a minimum
hand and I like hearts a lot better
than spades. It didn’t work out
very well. Any suggestions?
Major confusion,
Palm Springs FL

Dear Major,

My suggestion is to bid 2.
Any time your partnership is faced
with a situation where the choice is
between two seven-card fits, choose
the 5-2 fit over the 4-3. Declarer
has more control with a 5-2 fit.

You know partner has at least five
spades and you have two, so you’ve
found a seven-card fit. Partner does
not need five hearts to rebid 2%
and is likely to have only a four-
card suit. If you pass, you’ll be
playing in the 4-3 combination.

The complete deal might be
something like this:
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If West leads the K and plays

! another club, partner will be down

o only three trumps after ruffing.
Unless the missing six trumps divide
exactly 3-3, one opponent already
has more trumps than declarer. If
your side were playing in the 5-2
spade fit instead, declarer could safely
ruff the second club and still have

as many trumps as a defender who
might have started with four of them.

Dear Jerry,

I opened 14 with this hand
AAKJ105 VAKS3 ¢ — &KJ107
and partner responded 2 ¢.
Should I show extra strength by
jump shifting to 3% or 4ee?

Jumping for joy,
Wichita KS

Dear Jumping,

Neither! You’ve done very well
to open this hand at the one level,
leaving plenty of room to explore
for the best contract. No need
to spoil that good work by jump
shifting at this point in the auction.
Make a simple rebid of 29.

True, a rebid of 2% may leave
partner with the impression that
you hold a minimum opening bid,
but there’s lots of time to make up
for this later. The important point
is that your rebid of 2% is forcing.
In “standard” methods, when you
open at the one level and partner
responds in a new suit at the two
level, a new suit by opener is 100%
forcing ... even if responder passed
initially. Only if you rebid your
original suit, raise partner’s suit or
bid 2NT can partner pass.

So there’s no need to jump shift
with this hand. You’ll simply make
sure the bidding continues until
the partnership reaches at least the
game level.

For example, after the 29 rebid,
suppose partner gives preference
back to 24 . Now you bid 3
finishing the description of your
hand. A new suit by is still forcing;
partner can’t pass. In fact, most
partnerships treat the bid of the
fourth suit in this situation as
forcing to at least game.

By conserving room in this
fashion, the partnership will find the
best denomination in which to play
the contract. Then you can focus on
reaching the appropriate level. With
this hand, you’re going to want to at
least probe for slam after finding a
fit (if any) )
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