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Jerry Helms

Dear Jerry,
Is a strong, artificial 2ée open-
ing bid absolutely game forcing?
Jerry from Georgia

Dear Jerry,

Nice first name!

With appropriate partnership
agreements, the answer is absolute-
ly ... not! Consider the following
auction:

West East
Qe 24
2NT ?

This auction identifies a balanced
hand with specifically 23-24 total
points. In any auction where both
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hands are known to be balanced,
point count is an incredibly
accurate predictor of the total
number of tricks likely to be
available. If as responder, you held
A54 V842 #7632 #9854,
it does not take a mathematical
genius to add zero to at most 24
and realize that game values do
not exist. After the 2NT rebid, re-
sponder may pass with all woeful,
balanced hands. If, however, the
auction had gone

West East
Qe 24
26 7

and you held the same zero high-
card-point balanced hand, I would
appreciate the temptation to pass,
but one of my Jerry-isms states:

" Temptation is not
the problem ...
. yielding to it is!
In this auction your partner has
suggested a minimum of 22
points, but his 2 bid does not

establish an upper limit. Perhaps
his hand is something like
AAK986 YA #AKI1098 AK.

Passing 2 rates to get a plus
score, but 6 ¢ is a good contract
and 7 ¢ is not unreasonable
despite your zero HCP!

In a future article, I will explore
how responder can differentiate
between truly woeful responding
hands and those hands with
enough values to feel good about
game. As an aside, one thing that
really helps is to be sure that
when you open 2 that you have
near game-forcing values. Remem-
ber, a one-level opening bid in a
suit shows 12-21 HCP. In my
experience, players sometimes get
so excited about the first 19- or
20-point hand they have held in
what seems like forever that they
choose to force their partners to
respond to a 2¢e opening rather
than opening at the one level and
allowing them to pass with a
really bad hand.

Until your partnership is ready
to add some form of a “second
negative” by responder, I suggest
you keep bidding until game is
reached except when partner
rebids 2NT. O



