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Dear Jerry,

When you are on opening lead,
which card do you lead if your
partner has bid? I thought I had
read that I should lead the highest
card in partner’s suit if I had not
responded in any way, but that I
should lead the lowest card in his
suit if I had responded. Does it
depend on how many cards I have
in the suit? Please clarify this for
me.

Judy

Dear Judy,

Eighty-five years ago, or perhaps
longer, it was standard practice to
lead a top card in a suit bid by your
partner. Just prior to 1920, in one of
his books, Milton Work acknowledged
this as a standard practice, but sug-
gested that some experts had begun
to question the wisdom of this. The
critics were very right! Two examples
will illustrate this point:
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Assume this layout, where partner
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has overcalled in diamonds and the
opponents have won the declaration.
If you lead € K, winning the first trick,
then continue to partner’s ¢ A) which
wins the second trick, a clever declar-
er would play low both times, winning
trick three with € Q. In any contract,
this is a completely undeserved trick.
If you correctly lead 43, partner

wins ® A, and then the €.J continua-
tion (top of his remaining sequence)
traps the € Q. Zero diamond tricks for
declarer.
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This time, if you lead the 4 Q, it
matters not what happens next be-
cause declarer can always score two
natural tricks in the suit. A better start
would be to lead 5. Partner can win
¢ A, and return the suit. He should re-
turn the € 3, his original fourth best:
Not that you asked, but this is the cor-
rect card to return. Declarer can put
up the king or he could finesse ¢J
and lose to your ' Q. He was always
entitled to one trick, but never en-
titled to two tricks unless you errantly
led “top of partner’s suit.”

These suggestions are for both
three- and four-card holdings. Any
time you hold two or more touching
cards, one of which is an honor, lead
the top card. In general, if you hold

A~x-x or longer in partner’s suit, de-
fending a suit contract, either lead the
ace, or lead another suit. If defending
notrump, lead low.

There are many partnership agree-
ments that can modify this basic
premise. A reasonable set of agree-
ments would be this:

If you have supported your part-
ner’s suit, generally lead low from
something, but top of nothing. “Some-
thing” to me is any card that is a 10
or higher. From each of the following
holdings, lead low:

Kxx
QxX
Jxx
10xx

From x-x-x, however, lead the top
card.

If you have not supported partner’s
suit, lead low from length, but top
from shortness. Using this agreement,
lead low from any of the following:

Kxx
QXX
Jxx
10xx
XXX

Some players prefer to always lead
top of nothing and low from some-
thing. Be sure to discuss this because,
as always, partnership agreement is
important, not to mention the fact
that anything you fail to discuss will
always come up! 0



