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Dear Jerry,

My partner and I are both Life
Masters. Recently, we had a major
disagreement on the following
auction:

Partner Me
16 1A
2¢ 3k
39 3A
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After some thought, my partner
passed what I thought was a forc-
ing bid. What do you think?

Passed Out

Dear PO,
I think your partner passed a forc-
ing bid!
Jerry
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P.S. Would you like a little more
explanation?
It appears your partner failed to
consider the non-forcing alternatives
you had available. What about:

Partner You
1e 14
24 28

Clearly this response and rebid of
the same suit is non-forcing. Partners’
2 4 rebid shows minimum values and
makes no suggestion of any support
for spades. Your decision to speak a
second time should never be running
out of fear of a diamond contract,
but is instead a decision that a spade
partscore looks better from your side.
Your values are maxed out at about 10
points, and you should have a six-card
or longer suit or a very strong five-
card suit.

Partner You
1¢ 1
26 BY

In my methods, and the methods
favored by many, all jump rebids
are natural, invitational, but never
forcing. A 3 & rebid in this sequence
shows 11-12 points along with a six-
card or longer suit.

Responder, therefore, has ways to
show extra spade length with non-
forcing or invitational values. Some-
how, some way, responder must be
able to force to game holding extra
spade length while still soliciting
information from the opening bidder,
and the auction you created should
mean exactly this. You did not provide
the actual hands, but I would project
you to hold something that resembles:

AKJ7643 ¥YKQ4 €8 &HASS

You are far too strong for a simple
2 rebid or even an invitational 3 #
rebid. You have the high-card strength
to force game but don’t wish to play
spades unless partner could show a
two-card preference having already
denied four-card support on his first
rebid and three-card support on his
second rebid.

You mentioned that your partner
passed after some thought. There’s a
Jerry-ism I adopted many many years
ago that I often see or hear referred to
by others that may have prevented his
mistake:

ASBAF:
All Strange Bids Are Forcing

In this auction, or in any similar
auction, when your partner makes
a bid that is not clear as to whether
it was forcing or non-forcing, never
pass! d
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