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Dear Jerry,
Recently, my partner and I had a
disaster on this auction:

Me Partner
L% 1V
24 Pass

I thought my jump shift was
forcing. Partner strongly dis-
agreed, saying that since I did not
open 2+, I could not force him to
speak a second time. Who’s right?

Passed Off!

Dear Passed,

[ am in agreement with you. Not
only is a jump shift by opener forc-
ing, it is game forcing. Your failure to
open 2k originally has nothing to do
with it. A 2¢ opening bid suggests
values so strong that game chances
are likely opposite virtually nothing
in responder’s hand, therefore 2 ¢
forces a reply. In contrast, a one-level
opening bid does not force, but al-
lows a reply. When a voluntary reply
is received, the combined values now
known to opener can equal those sug-
gested for game.

Just how strong is opener’s jurap
shift? A good way to start is to exam-
ine the following auction:

Opener Responder
1 IR 4
14 Pass

Opener’s hand could be as bad as:

Ask Jerry

AKJ76 WAS ®A413 &R765H2,
or as good as:
AAJTE YK €J4 &RAKJT765.

By introducing the third suit (with-
out jumping or “reversing”), opener
has limited values between the worst
12-point opening possible, up to ap-
proximately 18 points. This new suit
rebid by opener is not forcing, al-
though responder should strain to
speak again when holding 8 or more
points. What type hand should re-
sponder hold to pass this one-level
rebid? How about:

AQ93 CJT7632 Q5 HQBE6?

The silence of the opponents on
this auction coupled with this collec-
tion of “quacks” would suggest to me
that partner holds extra values. My
guess is that if I speak a second tine,
we will likely rocket to the strato-
sphere. While we may not be in a
perfect spot, a 4-3 spade fit is at jeast
tolerable, so 1 would pass.

If, however, the auction were to go:

Opener Responder
L% 19
24

Pass is no longer an option. [ have
a healthy respect for the strength
required for opener to choose a game-
torcing jump shift. A typical mininium
hand for this action should resemble
something like this:

(1) AAK84 WAKT €9 &SAJG5H4
or this:
(2)MATS84 VA A9 SAKGHAS

How should the “quacky” example
hand react? Opposite (1), the auction
might go:

Opener Responder

1 o% 19

2M B

3¢ 49

With hand (2), the auction might be:

Opener Responder

I obo 1¢

246 BLJ

3e 3

SNT/5 ek

My philosophy: Holding game val-
ues, it feels better to be in a good
game going down rather than resting
comfortably in partscore with over-
tricks. 0
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