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Dear Jerry,

My partner and I have been try-
ing to improve our slam bidding.
We are a little confused about
when to cuebid as opposed to
using some form of Blackwood to
ask for aces. Any advice?

Q-fused?

Dear Q,

For newer players, this is often an
area of great confusion. As a general
rule, ask for aces when the number
held is most important. Cuebid when
specific aces or controls are most
important.

In 1933, Easley Blackwood invented
the convention that still bears his
name. The 4NT/5NT bids asking about
the quantity of aces and kings held
was intended for use after the bidding
discovered a fit and identified power
for slam consideration. The intent
of Blackwood was to employ it after
an intelligent bidding sequence, to
discover if the partnership was miss-
ing too many aces. The convention is
often abused and used as facilitation
instead of a failsafe.

Partner opens 14 and you hold:

AK87543 WAKQJI0 €9 A

A perfect hand for using Black-
wood: The only relevant issue is how
many aces partner holds. Opposite a
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disappointing zero-ace response, sign
off in 5. If partner admits to one
ace, bid 6 M. If partner acknowledges
two aces, bidding 7 # is a reflex
mistake, since you can count 13 win-
ners in notrump! (Remember: Partner
promises five spades, and they’re
headed by the ace.)

Blackwood not!

The Official Encyclopedia of
Bridge defines a cuebid as “a forcing
bid in a suit which the bidder cannot
possible wish to play.” For slam con-
sideration, after trump is established
and game is forced, a bid in a new suit
is used to confirm slam interest and
indicate a control. In many auctions,
locating specific controls (aces and
kings) with cuebids are often superior
to employing Blackwood. Specifically,
prefer cuebids when void in a side
suit:

Opener Responder
AMAKJ653 AQ1072
YAKQJ ¥ 98

¢ 982 ® Q754
o — o AQ4
1 By

et 46

Pass

Note the futility of Blackwood by
the opening bidder. The one-ace re-
sponse would not provide any useful
information and in addition, propel
the bidding to the five level with three
fast losers in diamonds. By cuebid-
ding 4¢ — the cheapest first-round
control held by opener — responder
is requested to reply in kind if he
holds a side control. With the actual
hand, responder signs off in 4 &,
averting disaster.

However, change responder’s hand to:
AQ1072 998 €AQT7 Q654
and the auction could be:

14 3M
4o 44
49 414
5% 4 5Y
(7 Pass

Note once again the futility of

' Blackwood. Responder holds exactly

the same number of high-card points,
which still includes exactly one ace.
This time, however, 12 tricks are
certain and 13 are available provided
trump breaks 2-1.

You should also prefer cuebids
when holding fast losers in a side suit:

Opener Responder

A KJ AAQ
YKQS86 VAJI0T32
¢ Q103 ¢J5

e AKJ10 % Q84

1% 1%

49 46

Hete 55 4

Pass

The first three bids clearly establish
the power and fit for slam consid-
eration. The cuebids of 44 and 5
clarify that neither player controls
diamonds. Note that Blackwood by
responder would not get the job done
since despite holding 33 high-card
points, the defenders can still beat a
slam.

Change opener’s hand to:

AK10 VK865 ¢KQ10 &AKJ10,
and the auction can develop this way:

1ee 1%
49 416
Heb 59
69 Pass

Responder’s sequence clearly
identifies his problem with diamonds.
With second-round control of the
problem suit, opener boosts to slam.(J



