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Jerry Helms

www.jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,

I would like some clarification
on minor-suit bidding. I used to
open 1 ¢ with four diamonds and
five clubs and less than 17 points
in order to have an easy rebid.
Just recently, an expert player told
me he always opens clubs with that
sort of hand because if he opens the
shorter suit first, it is difficult to
convince his partner that his clubs
are longer than his diamonds. Do
you have any guidelines for those
sorts of hands?

Thanks, I always read your col-
umn first in the Bridge Bulletin.

Minor Suited and Booted

Hi Booted,

Despite being swamped at times,
anyone who confesses to reading
my column first moves toward the
head of the line for a reply! Although
[ have addressed this issue in a
previous article, I think it is worth
revisiting.

First, consider a Roth-Stone-ism:
“Plan your second bid before making
your first bid.”

Second, a Jerry-ism: “A good bid
is one that most resembles the cards
held.”

Third, “Bid where you live.” The
original author is unknown, although
a friend, Ed Schulte, often quotes
this.

Fourth, another Jerry-ism: “The
best available bid is often the least
bad alternative.”
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Apply the above to each of the fol-
lowing hands:

A8 VATS €]643 SAKI104

With this minimum13-HCP hand,
[ would open 1 &6, planning to rebid
2% after the anticipated spade re-
sponse. Although this implies six or
more clubs, the club suit is certainly
“where [ live.”

AZ YATS €AKIJI0 MJ8654

Although this hand has exactly the
same number of HCP and exactly the
same shape, I would open 1 @, plan-
ning to rebid 2 e%. Partner may get my
shape wrong, but he should certainly
play me to have diamonds, clubs and
somewhere between 12—-18 HCP.

AK YAQJ #QJ43 #QI654

16 HCP, soft values, and suit quali-
ties not worthy of a strength-showing
reverse: Despite flawed shape, [ would
open INT. Surely the singleton &K is
as valuable as two low spades. If the
auction developed in a fashion that
required me to table my hand, I would
simply take one of my clubs, which is
black, and place it along side my &K,
which is also black. This way partner
would think my decision was a func-
tion of my failing eyesight rather than
my overactive imagination!

A8 YK75 €AK64 HSAQI054

Also 16 HCP, but clearly stronger
than the previous hand because of
concentration and quality of values.
The perfect shape and structure for
a reverse. [ would open 1 e, plan-
ning to rebid 2 4. This action should
suggest longer clubs than diamonds,
extra values, but shape unacceptable
to open INT. In addition, it promises
strength in the suits bid. Truly, an ac-
tion that resembles my cards!

[ hope this helps you reboot! 0

“The best available
bid is often the least
bad alternative.”
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