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Dear Jerry, 
My partner and I regularly pres­

ent our opponents with a gift in this 
situation: They open with a pre­
empt of a major, partner doubles, 
and I, holding the other major, bid 
aggressively. 1 feel a double in this 
situation requires four cards in the 
other major and a solid opening 
bid. 

Dlr: West .63
Vul: N-S "A 106 
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West Nortll East SOli4. til 
3" Obi Pass 
All Pass 

On this deal, West opened 3" . 
Partner doubled and I felt that 3. 
was too conservative. 4. was only 
down one. 

Are we bearing too many gifts? 
Scott 

Dcar Scott, 
I agree that your partnersh ip needs 

to stop bearing gifts, unless to family 

and close friends and v n then, not 
at the table! 

The culprit in your example was 
your partner. A takeout double with 
two-card support for the uit ad­
vancer (you) is mo t likely to choose 
is always dangerous and should be 
avoided if at all possible. 

With the orth hand, I think a 
slightly con ervative pas is probably 
best with an aggressive 31 T overcall 
the only the I' choice. As the cards 
lie, nine tricks would come rolling 
home in 3 T. Once your partner 
doubled, your value certainly mer­
ited a constructive reply and a jump 
to 4. was rea onable. It appears you 
did not panic and played the 4-2 fit 
as well as possible. 

Notice that if North does not act 
in the direct eat, you havc the pat­
tern and valu s for a take out double 
in the pa -out position. What v r 
action orth now chooses yields a 
plus scor rather than a miOLL. 3 T 
is cold because of the favorable loca­
tion of the. A, and even 5. makes 
because of the fortunate lie of the 
spade spots. 

A guideline I devised years ago 
may help. When an opponent pre­
empt in front ofyoLl, before taking 
direct eat action, you should consid­
er ESP - Expect Seven Point. ESP 
refers to thc valucs you guesstimate 
partner to hold and LI 'e a the basis 
for action or inaction. [f the presence 
of 7 reasonable points in advancer's 
hand will not justify your takeout 
double or overcall, then you do not 
have enough values to act. Applying 
this to your partner's hand, I fail to 
ee where 7 reasonable point would 

save him. As it turned out, your 
excellent 9 points would produce 
game but not the onc you 'vvould 
rcach after the direct eat double. As 
I said earli r, despite value, pass is 

likcly thc best choice. It is important
 
to realiz that pa , in a competitive
 
auction does not always signi fy a lack
 
of valuc , but may simply mean th
 
values held cannot be ex pres 'ed by
 
any reasonable option.
 

A second acronym for dealing with
 
preempts would perhaps have helped
 
partner after his direct seat pass in
 
choo ing a reply to your reopening
 
double: T T - Think 0 Trump.
 
In any auction where a preempt ha,'
 
crowded your bidding pace. think
 
long and hard before choosing any
 
action that could result in bypa ing
 
3 T as a final contract. TNT would
 
provide a slight justification for a
 
direct 3 T overcall in your example,
 
but I still think it' too aggressive. 0
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Mike 
• Lawrence••••• ome holdup com in standard•• situations, and a bell goes off warning 
• declarer that something special is up.••• Sometimes there i, no bell, and if •• declarcr fails to fall back on the fir t • rule of dummy play, he will fail. Do•• you know that rule? 
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