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Jerry Helms

www.jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,
If partner opens 3¢% or 3¢ and I
bid a major, is that a forcing bid?
Doris

Dear Doris,

100%! The principle involved is
this: Bids should be used primarily
to search for the best game or slam
rather than the perfect part score.

As always, partnership agreement
and style must be considered before
taking action over any preempt.
Assuming you play somewhat sane
preempts with appropriate respect of
vulnerability, consider the following:

Partner You
3é ?

AJ75 WAKI0872 #A6 Al
AAKI104 WAISS #K33 &7
AK976543 $WKJ7 49 &KQ

With the first two hands, bid your
long major suit asking opener to
support with support! Support (after
an initial preempt) would include
X—X—X, K—x, Q—x or even x—Xx on
occasion, since you promise a very
good suit. With the third hand, pass!
Why should you go minus playing
spades instead of allowing partner to
go minus in diamonds?

When the preempter does not hold
support, he should try to do some-
thing intelligent. Passing is not an
option.

You Partner
3eh 39
?

AQ76 WI0 K4 HKI96543

Holding a little something in both
side suits, try 3NT.

AQJ2 97 €92 SAJBT7632
With this, show your spade frag-

ment (a chunky three-card suit) by
bidding 3 &.

A5 VQ 410943 MAKT76542

Mix a diamond with your ¥ Q and
raise to 49,

AO42 W6 €86 HKQJI0765

Rebid 4 ¢ to remind partner you
just have a preempt with absolutely
nothing else to say.

A5 VQB84 €54 S#AQI08653

Make a splinter raise (a shortness-
showing raise) of 4 4! Hard to
imagine a better hand for hearts after
opening 3e!

As an aside, over weak two-bids |
prefer new suits at the two level to
be constructive but not forcing. New
suits at the three level, however, are
forcing. Be sure to discuss this with
your partners since this opinion is far
from universally accepted. 0
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