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Jerry Helms

www.jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,

Please give me your opinion on
how you would have handled the
following situation. My partner,
North, was the dealer and passed.
East opened 1 &, Sitting South, |
held this 15-count:

A973 YVAK #KJ82 &KJ76.

What should I have done? If I
doubled, partner would surely bid
hearts. If I passed, the opposition
may have stolen the contract, espe-
cially if West raised spades.

I decided to overcall INT, ex-
pecting to lose the first five spade
tricks, and then scrambling to
make seven out of the next eight
tricks. As it turned out, that’s ex-
actly what happened. Perhaps I was
just lucky, but do you think I chose
the best bid?

Mario

Dear Mario,

There is an important distinction
between actions as dealer as opposed
to those after right-hand opponent has
opened the bidding. In competition,
the word “pass™ does not necessarily
deny values, it may simply deny the
ability to describe those values. With
your hand, | would certainly open
INT. but would choose a different
direction after a 1 # opening on my
right.

I often teach that when you do
not know what to do, first decide
what you are sure you should not do.
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‘As Jerry

Here’s my analysis:

1. Takeout double. You have plenty of

values, but double is not an option
holding two-card support for the
suit your partner (the advancer) is
most likely to bid.

2. Suit overcall (2¢ or 2 4). Again,
you have plenty of values, but
overcalling in a suit is not an op-
tion because a two-level overcall
guarantees a good five-card or
longer suit.
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. INT overcall. You have minimum
acceptable values (at best) for this
action, and you lack a spade stop-
per. INT is not an option.

4. Pass. Despite plenty of values, this
is the best option by default.

Your fear that “the opposition may
steal the hand,” is a bit premature.
First of all, the opponents could hold
most or all of the remaining values.
Clearly, it would be better to defend
rather than play if that were the case.

Second, if the auction were to go:

West North East South
Pass | & Pass
2A Pass Pass s

a balancing action of 2NT, takeout for
the minors, would be an option. Your
partner should recognize that with
more pure shape, you likely would
have acted in the direct seat, thus this
delayed action suggests more values
and probably eight or nine minor-suit
cards — exactly what you have! In
addition, despite your warning to
avoid hearts, holding extreme length,
your partner could bid them now if he
still wanted to.

The subject of INT overcalls is a
bit more complex than some players

recognize. While | open INT with

15 to 17 HCP, to overcall INT, my
preferred range is 15-plus to 18,
When you open INT and are actually
in trouble, it is often difficult for the
opponents to diagnose your problems
and take advantage of it. While my
convention, HELLO, uses penalty
doubles of INT, most conventions
over INT use double as some type of
artificial takeout. When you overcall
INT, it is far easier for opponents

to double for penalty. Truthfully, at
matchpoints or at favorable vulner-
ability at IMPs, | would probably
succumb to temptation and overcall
either of the other three suits with
INT. Vulnerable at IMPs, I would
probably pass.

I commend your decision to ques-
tion this auction despite the success
you achieved on this particular deal.
Many people remember only the
results, but “players” constantly strive
to analyze and understand. You seem
headed in the right direction. ,_J



