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Jerry Helms
askjerry@jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,

I believe that after partner’s
opening bid of 19,1 should re-
spond 14 on any hand with four
spades, regardless of my heart
holding (I don’t play Flannery).
This assumes there is no interven-
ing bid; in that case I show my
heart support. My regular partners
feel just the opposite, namely, that
responder should raise with three
or more hearts, irrespective of the
spade holding, unless responder
has enough to force to game. I am
of the opinion that the extra trick
potentially available in the 4-4 fit is
equally valuable at part scores and
games, not to mention that uncov-
ering a double fit makes game that
much more likely.

Monty

Dear Monty,

[ agree that a 44 fit is often
superior to a 5-3. I also concur that
pinpointing fitting cards in two suits
can lead to better decisions on wheth-
er to bid close games. In my idea of
a perfect world, all opponents would
pass at every opportunity, making
it easy to search for the best fit and
correct level. Unfortunately, I have
been unable to convince opponents to
be silent during my auctions. For this
reason, [ think your favorite partners
have a valid point that you may be
overlooking.

Consider the problem created by
your theory on the following hypo-
thetical auction where you hold:

40

) MAQS3 Y954 #J62 %872

Pard RHO You LHO
IR 4 Pass 14 3eb!
Pass Pass ?

How would you feel? Knowing
that your side has at least eight hearts
and at least half the deck in terms of
values, it seems prudent to compete.
The problem as I see it, is that if you
take two bids including support for
opener at the three level, he would be
inclined to play you for more than a
4-3-3-3 hand with 7 points. Perhaps
the auction would have been more
manageable if you had simply raised
hearts to begin with!

Bridge is not a perfect game. With
simple-raise values, you should sim-
ply make a simple raise.

Dear Jerry,

My partner and I have a dis-
agreement on what is necessary for
a takeout double (not a balancing
double). My partner says that you
count dummy points. For example,
a sequence of 1¢—Dbl is okay with
a hand such as:

AQ872 WAQT753 99653 o —.

This is 13 dummy points (count-
ing 5 for the void). Twice this has
come up where I have a balanced
hand with my longest suit being
clubs and 12-14 points and have
jumped to 3NT having two club
stoppers. Of course, 12 points in my
hand and 8 points in dummy in a
notrump contract is a bit short for
the three level.

I understand partner’s action,
but I don’t like our results.

Tom Frank

Dear Tom,

I partially agree with both sides!
As advancer to partner’s takeout
double, you must be aware that a

portion of his expected values could
be based on shape rather than high-
card strength. Essentially, doubler
has asked you to pick an unbid suit,
so when your hand is appropriate to
bid notrump instead, you should do
so more conservatively. For example
(19 )-Dbl—(Pass)-1NT should show
a good 7-11 HCP, 2NT shows about
12—-14 and 3NT is 14 up to whatever
seems right.

These ranges are not cast in stone,
and the number of stoppers held and
the potential sources of tricks must be
considered in addition to pure point
count. The main thing to understand
is that partner, by doubling, warrants
opening values only in support of a
suit response.

Now, it’s your turn. I tend not to
make takeout doubles of a minor suit
when I hold a good five-card major.
With:

AQ872 WAQT53 #9653 o—,

my style would be to overcall 19
rather than to double 1éb. If, how-
ever, the hand were:

AQ872 ¥96532 €AQS54 &—,

I would consider double to be ag-
gressive, but acceptable. =]



