Ask Jerry

Well-known teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your
bridge questions. Send your questions to Jjeryvhelms@aol.com.

Dear Jerry: Right-hand opponent
opened INT and lefi-hand opponent
raised to 3NT. What should 1 lead
with this hand? Isn't # QJ 10 4
a spade lead frommy ¥ 763

solid sequence safer # 5
than a club lead? $10652
—Janice
Boise, ID

Dear Janice: Many years ago,
Milton Work said, “You defeat the
opponents’ game not by high cards
but by small cards.” It’s as true now
as it was then. If your objective is to
defeat the 3NT contract, the tried and
true lead of fourth from longest and
strongest, the 5, is the way to go.

That’s not to say that the #Q
doesn’t have considerable merit. It
is certainly a safer lead...less likely
to give up a trick to declarer...and
the opponents have not looked for a
major suit fit, so partner likely has
some length in spades.

If I were playing in a duplicate
game, where giving up an overtrick
can lead to a poor result, I might
well choose to lead a spade. The
contract might be unbeatable and I
may get a good result by not letting
declarer get a trick with the %K.

If I’'m playing rubber bridge or a
team game, however, the emphasis
is on defeating the contract. Giving
up an overtrick is of little conse-
quence. So, I'd go for the gusto and
lead a low club since that’s my best
chance of defeating the contract.
Our side is outmatched in terms of
high cards, so we’ll have to take
advantage of getting to lead first
and try to put our low cards to work.
That’s why we lead a club, hoping to
develop tricks through length.

Leading a spade may promote one
or two tricks but may also give up a

tempo to declarer. For example,
suppose this is the complete deal:

®# K65
YAJO
®A973
874

CONTRACT:
3NT

If we lead the #Q, it’s perfectly
safe, but it won’t defeat the con-
tract. Declarer will win and go
about developing tricks in dia-
monds. Even if declarer loses a trick
to partner’s 4Q, there will be nine
tricks...two spades, three hearts, and
four diamonds.

Partner does have more length in
spades than clubs, but we can only
promote two tricks in that suit. Also,
if partner wins a trick with the €Q,
it’s too late to go after clubs. If
partner leads the %J, for example,
declarer covers with the %K and
has the #10-9 left to stop us from
running the suit.

Leading the %5 makes the con-
tract much more interesting.
Declarer will get a trick with the
&K but now has to guess what to do
in the diamond suit to make the
contract. If declarer does guess to
take a finesse against partner’s 4Q,
the contract will be made with two
overtricks...likely a terrible result
for us if we’re playing duplicate.

If declarer loses a trick to the €Q,
however, partner returns a club and
we defeat the contract. That’s the type
of excitement | like, where the risks
and rewards are high! —JH 3
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Reader's Poll

In the last issue, readers were asked:

1) Do you think it is impolite to
compliment your partner on a
deal well played while the
opponents are still at the table?

2) Does it matter whether you are
playing face to face or online?

[ think it helps the partnership
when one compliments. It allows the
opponents to know how much part-
ner is thought of and appreciated.

—NDean

I definitely believe that it is com-
mon courtesy to compliment your
partner on a deal well played and it
does not matter whether you are
playing face to face or online. To the
contrary, I believe that it would be
an insult not to tell your partner of
your feelings. I don't believe that
complimenting your partner shows
one bit of disrespect for your
opponents as you are not accusing
them of bad play.

—Howard J. Cowan

A compliment to vour partner has

nothing to do with the opponents. If
the opponents choose to take offense
at kindness and appreciation of
partners, that’s their problem. The
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A good bridge partner is like a

four-leaf clover, hard to find, and

lucky to have. Do not let him/her
wilt. Timely watering is required.
WDP (Water Does Protect)
—Gerry LaChance
Collingwood, Ontario

97% of the readers thought that
complimenting partner on a hand
well played was in good form, and
should not be considered offensive
to the opponents.
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