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Ask Jerry

Dear Jerry: [ was on lead against
3NT after the auction went:

WEST NORTH  EasT  SOUTH
INT
Pass  3NT All Pass
43 What should I have
Y4 led with this hand?
$07107 [ led the %A to take
MIK7532 @ look at dummy

and see what to do

next, but it didn't work very well.
—George
Birmingham, AL

Dear George: There are so many
guidelines for opening leads that it
isn’t surprising that they can be
confusing. There are suggestions to
lead a major suit against notrump
when the opponents haven’t bid one

. as in an auction like this. But
that’s only when the decision is close.
Here either a club or a diamond is
far more likely to be successful.

The standard lead against a
notrump contract is the top of a
sequence or fourth highest. Against
notrump, a ‘“sequence” involves
three or more cards. It can a solid
sequence, such as #Q-J-10; it can be
a broken sequence, such as 4Q-J-9;
it can be an interior sequence, such a
#A-Q-J. From each of these holdings,
the €Q would be led. Your diamond
holding was a solid sequence. In
clubs, you held two touching high
cards, but not a sequence.

So, although the #A might be a
good choice against a suit contract,
it would not be the usual choice
against a notrump contract. When
you don’t have a sequence, you
lead fourth highest. From the club
suit, you would lead the 5.

The real question is should we lead
the €Q or the #5? If [ were playing
rubber bridge or a team game, where
the onus is on defeating the contract,
I'd fall back on the old standard of
“fourth from longest and strongest”
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and lead the #5. If [ were playing
duplicate, where giving up an over-
trick can be expensive, I'd probably
choose the safer lead of the 4Q.

As a general rule, I go for the
gusto when [have a choice. The
rewards for being right are much
better than the low side of being too
safe. So, I'm for leading the 5. It
could work out terribly, but it might
find a layout like this:
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A low club defeats the contract
two tricks. Partner wins the #Q and
returns the suit, so we get the first
six tricks. If we lead the Q, declar-
er makes the contract. With the help
of the heart finesse, declarer has
four spade tricks, three hearts, and
two diamonds off the top.

Notice that a high club wouldn’t
work. Even if we led a low club at
trick two, partner wouldn’t be able to
get back to our hand. As Milton Work
said many years ago, “You defeat the
opponents’ game not with high cards
but with low cards.” —JH
Dear Jerry: [ opened 1% with this
hand since we play five-card majors
and I had a minimum hand with

#AKT743 13 points. Partner

\ 4] said I should open

$409652 19 the longer

L J0) suit. Who's right?
—Mary Anne

Columbus, OH
BETTER @BRIDGE

Dear Mary Anne: Point counters
see only 13 points in this hand but it
has much more potential. Grant
Baze wrote an article many years
ago about “6-5 Come Alive!” which
addressed this very subject. You
don’t need much from partner to
make a slam with these cards.

I believe you should find bids that
resemble the cards you hold. It will
be impossible to convince partner
that we hold six diamonds if we
start by opening 14. However, we
can convince partner we have six
diamonds and five spades if we
open 14 and then bid spades twice.

Suppose these are the hands:

WEST EAST
& AK743 A Q2
v4 ¥YA8853
®AQ9652 K107
L X0) % 9854

If we open the bidding 14, the
auction might go:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
14 Pass INT  Pass
24  Pass Pass  Pass

Partner prefers diamonds to

spades and might pass ... or might

go back to 2#. Partner is unlikely to
see the potential in the hand.

If we open 14, it might go:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
14 Pass 19 Pass
16 Pass INT Pass
26 Pass 44 Pass

4NT  Pass 54 Pass
6® Pass Pass Pass

Partner’s jump to 44 is based on
the realization that you are 6-5 and
all of partner’s cards are golden. 64
is an excellent slam.

If partner responded INT instead
of 19, I'd be happy to

: A53
reverse into 24 to v:53
show this hand. 54 is
- ®KI1074
a good contract if * 4
partner holds as little A8S
as this. So, “come alive.” —JH [3
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