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Ask Jerry

Dear Jerry: The other day my partner

opened 1% and |
held this hand. 1
didn’t know what to
respond. 1 jumped $94
to 3% but partner ®AKJI765
passed and we missed a game. What
should I have done?
—Matt
San Diego, CA

Dear Matt: Unfortunately, you have
encountered one of the weaknesses
in today’s standard bidding methods.
There is no straightforward forcing
raise of partner’s minor suit opening.

Most of the time that’s not a
problem. When partner opens 14 or
14, the priority is to bid a four-card
or longer major suit. If responder
doesn’t have a major suit, the next
priority is to bid notrump with a
balanced hand using this guideline:
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NOTRUMP RESPONSES TO 1de/4
INT 6-10 points
2NT  11-12 points
3NT  13-15 points

These are all limited, non forcing
responses. (Some partnerships use the
2NT response as forcing, showing
13-15 points, but it still shows a
balanced hand with no major suit.)
If responder doesn’t have a major
suit or a balanced hand, the next
choice is to raise opener’s minor
using the following guideline:

RAISES OF 1de/4

Two level 6-10 points
Three level ~ 11-12 points

Again, these are both limited, non
forcing responses.

The only forcing response left for
responder is a new suit, or a jump in
a new suit—a jump shift. Since a
major suit response shows a four-card
or longer suit, that leaves only the
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other minor suit when partner opens
] or 14. So, with the hand you held,
the recommended response is 14!
You don’t have a major, you don’t
have a balanced hand, and you are too
strong to make a limit raise to 3.

Is there a way out of this mess? A
practical solution is to simply bash
away and bid what we think we can
make. We could jump directly to
3NT. That’s risky with no stopper in
hearts or diamonds, but at least we

Well, the good There is no straightforward
forcing raise of partner’s
minor suit opening.

news is that the 14
response is forcing
and we will get an

get to a game.
Alternatively, we
could jump to 5.
That risks missing

opportunity to show the club support
later. The bad news is that it may not
be at our next bid! Suppose we are
South and the auction continues:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
€3 Pass 14
Pass 14 Pass ?

We still don’t have a convenient way
to show the club support. A jump
raise to 3% would be invitational,
not forcing.

We have to make another forcing
bid and our only choice is a new
suit. The only new suit available is 2,
the fourth suit. The good news is that
most partnerships treat a bid of the
fourth suit as artificial and forcing
to game, so at least we got that
message across. The bad news is
that we have so far bid a suit with
two low cards in it followed by a
suit with three low cards! We have
yet to show that we really like clubs.

With luck, we may get to show the
club support at our next opportunity.
The auction might continue this way:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
IEJ Pass 14

Pass ICJ Pass 29

Pass 2NT Pass RL J

Since the 2% bid was forcing to
game, our 3# bid is forcing and
actually shows clubs. By this time,
however, partner may not have a
very good idea of our distribution.
And, of course, the scenario could
get worse. What if partner had bid
34 after our 2% bid? Now we’d have
to go to the four level to show clubs.
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a slam and takes us
past 3NT, but, again, we make sure
we reach game.

One technical solution is to play
inverted minor suit raises. This
approach essentially inverts the
meanings of the raises to the two
level and the three level:

INVERTED RAISES OF 146/4

Two level 11 or more points
Three level 6-10 points

It’s the “or more” part that really
makes a difference. A simple raise
to the two level now shows either an
invitational raise with about 11-12
points or a forcing raise with 13 or
more points. It’s forcing for one
round, so opener has to make a
descriptive rebid. We can then show
whether we have just an invitational
raise or a game forcing raise.

Adopting this convention solves
your initial problem. You would
raise to 24 and wait to hear what
opener does next. You can then
decide on the best game contract or
whether to look for a slam.

The downside is that inverted
raises come with some baggage.
There are new sequences to learn
and it’s possible you or your partner
will forget the convention and play
in 2 when you can make a slam.

There are other methods that can
be used, but it may be easier to live
with your current system and hope
that a hand like this doesn’t come
up again too soon! —JH (2

JurLy/AucusT 2005

VoL. 9, No. 6




