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Ask Jerry

Dear Jerry: I've decided to be more
aggressive in my bidding. In your
columns, you say it'’s better to “think
of a reason to bid rather than an
excuse to pass.” Here are two hands
held playing duplicate in Orlando. I
had difficulty applying your advice.
Lincluded the hand records from the
event so you can see the full deal.
—Anna
Kissimmee, FL
Here's the first hand. I # ]() 2
was East. Both sides Y .J 104
were vulnerable and ® 4108 7
the bidding went: ®KI082
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass
L 2% Pass(?) 2¢
Pass  Pass Pass(?)
I passed both times. Partner suggested
I might have bid something. Was |
Jjust looking for excuses to pass?
Dear Anna: Partner opened 14 and
you held 8 high-card points. It’s
likely your side has at least as much
combined strength as the opponents.
So, it’s tempting to think of a reason to
bid. With this hand, however, you do
have an excuse to pass ... both times.
What are the choices at your first
opportunity after North overcalls 2¢d?
2NT would show about 11-12 points,
so that’s too aggressive; 24 isn’t
attractive with two low cards; and 2 ¢
would promise a better hand and a
better suit. The auction isn’t over yet,
so pass seems like the best choice.
When the auction comes back to
you a second time, there are still not
enough reasons to bid. So, you
don’t need to think of an excuse to
pass! Your side is vulnerable and it’s
likely that 24 won’t make. Even if
you aren’t doubled, you'd lose 100
points if it went down one. If they
make 24, they only get 90 points.
The difference of 10 points isn’t
much in rubber bridge or a team
game, but in duplicate it can mean

Well-known teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your
bridge questions. Send your questions to jeryhelms@aol.com.

the difference between a top and
bottom result.

In balancing position, you might
consider bidding 2# with the hope
of pushing the opponents to 34, but
you have good defense against dia-
monds and there’s no guarantee that
the opponents have found a fit. My
choice would be to pass again.

You included the whole deal, so
here it is:

NORTH

A K4

YQ865

442

® AQ643
WEST EAST (ANNA)
A QQJ763 A 102
YAK97 ﬂ YJi04
43 ®A1087
L R S K082

SOUTH

A AOS8S

¥v32

®KQJ965

& 7

On partscore hands, it can be a
challenge to figure out what can be
made by either side. Fortunately, the
records at tournaments now include
a deal analysis by a program called
Deep Finesse (for more information
visit www.deepfinesse.com). This
program figures out exactly what
can and can not be made by looking
at all four hands. Of course, seeing
all the cards, the computer always
plays and defends perfectly, never
losing a finesse to a singleton king,
for example. When we can’t see
through the backs of the cards, it’s
much more challenging.

Anyway, on this deal Deep Finesse
says North-South can make exactly
24 and East-West can make only 14.
So, you were theoretically correct to
pass out 24. Bidding would only
get you a worse result unless North-
South misjudge and bid higher.

This is the second & 086
hand. I was again East. ¥ [0 6 5
We were vulnerable and ¢ Q 8 7

the opponents were not. # A.J 5 3
WEest NortH EAst SoutH
Fass
Pass /& Pass 1K 2
Double 24 ?

With 9 HCPs, I felt I should bid after
partner’s takeout double. But what?

Dear Anna: Again, your instincts
are good. With 9 high-card points
opposite a takeout double you want
to stretch to make a bid rather than
pass when your right-hand opponent
bids. Like the first hand, however,
there are good excuses for passing
in this particular situation.

First, partner passed originally, so
it’s unlikely your side has the
balance of strength. Second, your
strength is in the suits bid by the
opponents. It’s unlikely to be of
much value on offense. It’s best to
pass and try your luck on defense.

Here’s the full deal:

NORTH

a72

VK

®A103

KQ10982
WEST EAST (ANNA)
MAI0OS4 ® Q86
YAI732 uvmss
44 $Q87
% 76 S AJ53

SOUTH

A KJO3

¥YQ984

$KJI965

.

Your side can make exactly 1. In
the meantime, North-South can
make 59. If you bid, you might
push them into game or they might
double you for penalty.

I’'m all for bidding aggressively,
but every now and then, it’s time to
exercise that excuse to pass. —JH I3
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