Dear Jerry: In books and articles 1
read, I often come across the terms
‘offensive values’ and ‘defensive
values. What does this mean?

—J. P, Sarasota, FLY

Dear J. P.: ‘Offensive values’ are
those that are likely to take tricks
when you get to play the contract
in your choice of trump suit.
‘Defensive values’ are those that
are likely to take tricks when the
opponents are playing in their
choice of trump suit.

What’s the difference? Won’t
aces and kings take tricks whether
you are declaring or defending?
Usually. However, the trick-taking
value of queens and jacks can vary
considerably depending on which
side is playing the contract.

Consider this hand:

AKQJI0T6S5
v4

43
®QJ109

This hand has great offensive
sotential if you can make spades
‘he trump suit. You would expect
‘0 take six spade tricks and two
>lubs tricks without any help from
»artner...eight tricks on offense.

This hand has only 9 high-card
yoints, but the offensive value is so
yreat that if you were the opening
sidder, you would open at least 38,
v perhaps 4#. That’s fine, but
vhat if the opponents were to bid
ip to 79? How many tricks would
'ou expect to take on defense?

You don’t necessarily have any
ricks with hearts as trumps. So this
and has virtually no defensive

alue. The full deal might be:
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Contract:| NORTH (DUMMY)
79 & A3
¥Jj1052
®AJT62
S K2
WEST (Us) EAST
®#KQJI0765 984
VY4 N ¥973
.3 .54
% QJ109 N % 87643
SouTH (DECLARER)
L 3
Y AKQ86
4 KQ1095
% A5

The opponents can take all
tricks in 7%. In fact, they can take
the same thirteen tricks in a 7¢
contract or even in 7NT. So your
hand has an offensive value of eight
tricks and a defensive value of zero.
Now consider this hand:

& Q8643
YAIS
¢ Q93

S K7

This hand has 13 high-card
points, more than the previous
hand. Yet it has far less offensive
value. If we get to make spades
trumps, we can’t expect to take
any more than three or four tricks
without help from partner. This is
a marginal opening bid of 14.

However, the opponents aren’t
going to be making a grand slam
when we have this hand! Even if
they get to only 4%, we might take
four tricks on defense. The hand has
lots of defensive value. —J/H {2
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