Dear Jerry: Using standard methods,
how many points do you need to
respond in a new suit at the two level?

—R. V, Butte, MT

Dear J. B.: I think the best advice is
to have at least 11 points. I know that
Charles Goren suggested
a response of 2¢¢ over 46

: . ¥YQ953
an opening bid of 14 ¢

: : 10742
with this type of hand, S AKI6
but [ don’t agree. Partner
could have a minimum opening of
13 points, and now you and partner
will have difficulty not getting too
high with a combined 23 points. Often
you will land in game when no game
exists. We all know what that is like.

We can avoid this problem by not
bidding a new suit at the two level
with as few as 10 points. With a
close decision, prefer the one level. I
would respond INT with this hand.

If partner passes INT, you won’t
miss anything. If partner bids again,
you can always revalue the hand. If
partner rebids 24, the value of the
hand has decreased, and you can
pass. If partner rebids 2%, the hand
has improved and you can raise.

It isn’t braver or more aggressive
to respond at the two level with only
10 points. It’s a possible ticket to no
man’s land.
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Dear Jerry: I opened
1 ¢ with this hand, and

\ |
partner responded 18. 4 109652

What should I rebid?
28 or 34?7 e

#0876

—J. B., Toronto, ON

Dear J. B.: I think the correct rebid
is 272#! The hand has good features.
Four-card support for partner’s major
is a plus. The #A-K-9 are strong
values. Although the hand has only
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13 high-card points, when you add 3
dummy points for the singleton heart
you are up to 16.

But the range for a jump to 34 is
about 17—18 points, so the hand still
isn’t quite strong enough. Also, the
weak diamonds are a disadvantage.
Partner might have something like
#Q-7 and upgrade the hand, thinking
it is a useful holding. So what would I
do? I'd simply raise to 2. It’s always
nice to have something in reserve.

If partner makes any move toward
game, I’ll certainly accept, and bid
game. If partner passes, the opponents
might help me out. If they make a
balancing bid of 3%, for example, I
can bid 3#. Now partner will have a
good picture of my hand, knowing
I’m at the top of the minimum range.

I have a long-standing theory that
you don’t rebid the same values. So
I would not come back in with 38 if
I had a minimum hand of 13 or 14
points. Here, a 34 bid would be
telling partner that I have something
to say that I couldn’t say earlier.
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Dear Jerry: I held this
hand as opener and I
decided to pass. My left- ¢
hand opponent opened a4l
PP PENCe K763
19, partner passed, and
right-hand opponent responded 1.
I passed originally, so I now bid
INT. Partner said I couldn’t bid that
way. I don’t see why not. You say in
your lectures to ‘bid the cards you
hold’, and I did!

—N. S., Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY

Dear N. S.: Sorry, but a natural INT
overcall in the middle of the auction
when you are a passed hand doesn’t
exist in standard bidding. It’s not a
good idea.
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Yi08

BETTER _1? BRIDGE

First, it’s dangerous. This is a ‘live’
auction. The opponents’ strength is
unlimited, and partner could have a
very weak hand. You might be doubled
and go for a large penalty. Second, if
the opponents do play the hand, you
will have helped them locate any
missing high cards.

With the hand you held, it’s much
better to continue to keep quiet. The
opponents may get too high or mis-
guess the play, not expecting you to
hold so many high cards. If the auction
does stop at a low level, your side
may still get into the bidding with a
balancing action, like INT.

Since it’s not useful to come into this
type of auction with a natural INT
as a passed hand, the INT bid can be
assigned another meaning. It’s used
to show a weak, distributional take-
out for the unbid suits—typically at
least five cards in each suit. This is a
variation of the ‘unusual’ notrump.

i |

|
O

~ With this hand, you
: ‘ > N6

can bid the ‘unusual v
INT to show hearts and . (926J 963
clubs but a weak hand. S KIS54
You should be safe atthe ~
two level even if partner has only three-
card support for one of your suits.

With a hand like this,

® 43

you can use a takeout o AQ74
double as a passed hand, 4872
showing support for the g Q65
unbid suits, hearts and
clubs, and almost the values for an
opening bid. —JH [
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