Dear Jerry: Afier we had agreed on
g frump suit, my partner bid 44 1
thought it was the Gerber convention
and responded 4NT 1o show three
aces. Partner thought my 4NT bid
was the Blackwood convention, and
responded 54 1o show no aces. ] now
thought partner wos asking abou!
kings. Needless to say, we goi to the
wrong contract. How can I know
when 48 is the Gerber corvention
and when it isnt?

—O. ¥, Wilmingron, NC

Dear O.V.: The Gerber convention
was introduced by John Gerber of
Texags &8 a way 10 ask for aces when
a bid of 4NT is pot available as the
Blackwood convention. A bid of 4
asks partyer to show the number of
aces held. Parmer replies:

* 44 10 show 0 or all 4 aces
* 49 10 show ] ace

* 44 to show two aces

* 4NT 1o show three aces

A subsequent bid of S can then be
used to ask sbout kings.

Gerber was mtended to be used in
conjupction with Blackwood, but
some play2rs use it as an alternative
to Blackwood...and therein lies the
confusion.

Unfortunately, thage are no rules
that tell you when 44 is the Gerber
convention, ouly guidelines. If you
have the time to spend with & regular
partner, you c¢an discuss a number of
possible guctions. However, here s
3 workable agreement thst can take
the guesswork out of the meaaing of
444 bid:

WHEN 1s 44 GERBER?

¢ When the first bid was notrump.
* When the Jast bid was notrump. |l

Let's look ot some examples to see
how easy this makes things.
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OPENER RESPONDER
INT 44
7

Here the both the first bid and tbe
last bid was notrump, so 44 is clearly
Gerber. This 1§ the most coruoan
use of the Qerber convention since
Blackwood is not available in this
situation. A jump 10 4NT by respondec
would be quanbtative—invitational—
asking opener to pass with a minimum
angd continue 10 slam with the top of
the range for the INT opening.

OPENER RESPONDER
INT 24
2V i
?

Here responder’s 240 is the Stayroan
convention and opener has shown 4
four-card heart suit. Responder’s
Jump to 44 is the Gerber convention,
asking for aces, since the first bid in
the auction was notrump. Responder
ptesumably has found a major-suit
fit and is (nterested in gerting to slam
if the partnership has enough aces.

OPENER RESPONDER
INT 24
2v ANT
?

As a consequence of the agreement
about 44 responder’s ANT bid in thig
auction would be quantitative, not
Blackwood. Responder could have

asked for aces by jumping to 44,
OPENER RESPONDER
1dy 2NT
4 ?

Here opener’s jump to 44 would be

Gerber, since the last bid—responders .

2NT—was notrump. Even though
opeper’s onginal snit was clubs,
there is no confusion if we stick to
our agreement, See how it relicves
s from having to guess what parmer
is up to?
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OPENER RESPONDER
INT 24
PA 4 4é
7

In thus avction, responder started
with 2 transfer bid of 2¢. After
opener dutifully bid 29, responder
jumped to 4. No confusics here,
The first bid—the INT opening—
wag notrumnp, so 44 is the Gerber
comrvention. Respouder i§ considening
going to slam and wants to koow
how many aces the partnecshup holds.

OPENER RESPONDER
14 ia
44 ?

[5 44 Gerber? Not accordiog to
our agreement. Neither the first nor
last bid was notrump. If opener
wanted to ask about sces, opener
would have to jump to 4NT. So what
is 447 Opener is ipterested in slam
a0d s malung a control-showing bid,
showing the @A or &K, or perhaps
a singletoo or void. Even if we aren't
too comfortable with this, at least we
know we shouldn't be responding
with the number of aces we hold.
We’ll have to do something else.

OPENER RESPONDER
24 2¢
AINT &
34 4
?

Lots going on in this auction, The
24 openyng was strong and artificial;
the 2¢ response was an snificial
waiting bid; 34 wag the Stayman
convention. Only 2NT and 34 were
‘natural’ bids. So what's 449

Some people might argue that the
fiest ‘rea’ bid in the auction was
nottuop—the 2NT bid—making
44 Gerber. However, ['d stick with
the agreement. The {irst bid was 24
and the last bid was 34, 50 448 is not
Gerber. I guess it shows clubs-—JHL 3
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