Dear Jerry: ] held this hand after my

partner and right-hand opponent had

passed. | know I can

open with fewer than z ﬁ" ;

13 points in third seat, ¢ QJ

but which suit should I A 8;26 3

bid? My good four-card

heart suit, or the weaker diamonds?
—L. T, Sarasota, FL

Dear L.T.. Neither! With this hand,
you should pass in third position.
Not because the hand has only 10
high-card points—you are correct
that in third chair you can open light.
The reason for passing with this hand
comes from Alvin Roth, who said
almost sixty years ago: “Plan your
second bid before making the first!”
If you open 1® or 1V, partner
might respond 1 #. Since partner is a
passed hand, the new suit response
i5 not forcing. But if you pass, part-
ner could have a weak four-card suit,
and the partnership is now playing in
a six-card frump suit. However, if
you bid again, it shows a full open-
ing bid, and the partnership is likely
to get overboard. In other words, you
have no suitable rebid if you open.
Suppose we make 2 4 g¢4
small changetothehand. ¢ 4 QJ7
Naw it would be quite ¢ QJ6S
reasonable to open 1V 4 74
in third chair. If partner
responds 1# and you pass, at least
you are in a seven-card fit. If partner
bids INT, 29, or 29, you are also
happy to pass. The 1¥ opening makes
it more difficult for the opponents to
get into the auction, and if they do,
you've suggested a good opening lead.
What if partner responds 24? If
the partnership treats that as a natural
bid, then partner likely has 2 good
five—card oc longer club swt. However,
most partnecships use a 24 response
as the Drury convention overa 1 ¥ or
14 opening bid in third chair.
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[t shows support for the major and
interest in game. With a sub-standard
opening, you rebid 2, using standard
Drury responses, or 2¥, using the
more popular reverse Drury responses,
and the partnership can stop in 29
instead of getting to 3%, which might
be too high.

Dear Jerry: What
would you overcall
with this hand when
the person on your
right opens 19?

442
YKQ974
49
&4J3

—G F, Miami, FL

Dear G. F.: | prefer to overcall 19
afler the bidding is opened 19. Right-
hand opponent has shown some
length and strength in diamonds, so
left-hand opponent is likely to lead a
diamond, partner's suit. That will
drive out my ¢A. The opponents could
then take their established diamond
winners on regaining the lead if we
weren't playing in a trump suit.

However, 1 would certainly open
INT with this hand—a balanced hand
with 15 high-card points. ['d have no
reason to expect left-hand opponent
to lead a diamond rather than a spade,
cludb, or even a heart.

When [ overcall INT, I like to have
two stoppers, or at least some length,
in the opponent’s suit. Another dis-
advantage of overcalling INT with
this hand is that left-hand opponent
may raise diamonds, and we may
never uncover a heart fit, especially
if partner has only three hearts.

Well-knovwn teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your bridge
guestions. Send your questions to jerry@jerryhelms.com.

Dear Jerry: My
partmer opened
18 with this
hand, and then
Jumped to INT
when I responded ] #. We went down
several tricks. Shouldn’t partner just
rebid 34?

4770
VK4
40
S IKI09864

—J M., Toronto, ON

Dear J. M.: ] like partner’s choice of
rebid. The hand 15 too strong for a
rebid of 34, and a rebid of 2NT would
show a more balanced band with 18-
19 points. The expert agreement is
that a 3NT rebid typically shows a
good hand with a long minor suit.

Partner was hoping that the club suit
would prowide seven tricks. Obviously
it dido’t! Sometimes good bids lead
to unlucky results.

However, you did provide me with
the complete deal:

NortH (You)
4 K6432
vIio
® K9864
L ]
WEST EAST
¢ Q97 - & ABS
VATEDI2E Y Q98
® 72 : ®J1053
& 73 & QJs
SOuUTH (PARTNER)
& 710
Y K4
® AQ
& AKI09864

After a heart lead drives out the
VX, the contract looks unmakeable.
A club trick has to be lost, and the
defenders have a lot of hearts, plus
the @A, However, this is actually a
lucky deal! When declarer gives up a
club, the defenders’ hearts are blocked
..they can't take their heart winners.

So perhaps you should have been
questioning partner's line of play
rather than partner’s bidding! —J/H {J
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