Dear Jerry: My partner and I ofien
disagree about the meaning of an
immediate jump raise (o game when
the opening bid is 1¥ or 1 $. How
many points do you need? Do you
have (o have five-card support? We
want the modern approach!

—N. R., Omaho, NE

Dear N.R.: When parmer opens the
bidding in a major suit and you have
five-card or longer support, forget
about point-count for a moment, and
focus on the offensive and defensive
potential of the hand.

Suppose parmer opens 1 ¥ 2nd this
is our hand:

43
VKg753
®K5642
& 72

Let's first look at the offensive
prospects—the tnck-taking potential
if our side gets to make hearts the
trump suit. To see this, imagine the
hand opposite a typical opening bid
for partner:

OPENER RESPONDER
aJES L B
Y AJ1062 W KB87513
¢ QI8 ® K56642
d AS % 72

Although partner has a minimum
opening with 13 high-card points, a
contract of 49 s likely to tzke ten
tricks. Partner can trump Iwo spades
in our hand, so we are likely to lose
only one spade trick, one diamond,
and one club. Hopefully, there are no
losers in the heart suit,

Offensively, our five-card trump
support and good distribution makes
the combined hands powerful, despite
the limited number of total high cards.
We'd likely make the same number of
tricks even if operier didn’t have either
the @] or ¥J!

Bp
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What about our defensive prospects
—~—the tnick-taking potential 1f the
opponents were to get to choose the
trump suit. We have no spade tricks.
Since we have ten cormnbined hearts,
the opponents have only three. At
best they will divide 2-1, and we'll
get one heart trick before they can
ruff. If they are divided 3-0, we won'’t
get any heart tricks.

We have eight combined diarmonds,
leaving the opponents with only five,
including the ®A. If they divide 3-2,
we’ll get only trick. [f they divide 4-1,
we won't get any. Io clubs, the only
trick we have is the & A.

So our defensive potential is poor.
We have at most three ricks—one
heart, one diamond, and one club—
and could have fewer. [{the opponents
were to reach 44, they would make at
least ten tricks.

Sa, as responder, we have a hand
where it is likely we can take ten
tncks with hearts as trumps, and the
opponents can take ten tricks with
spades as trumps. This is the time we
want to make a preemptive jump
raise to 49,

The intent of the jump to 49 is
actually constructive/obstructive, a
term which I often like to use. The
constructive part is that it informs
parter about the highly offensive
nature of responder’s hand. It
strongly suggests fiva-card support,
and implies 3 singleton or void in
one of the side suits. It tends to deny
as many as 10 high-card points. This
leaves partner well-placed to decide
whether to bid on 1f the opponents
do getto a 44 contract.

The obstructive part applies to the
effect on the opponents. Imagine if
the first time an opponent gets to bid
the auction is already at 49_[t’s now
difficult to comne into the auction with
44 or 58 especially since the opening
bidder could have a very strong hand.
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So should we always jump (o0 game
when we have five-card suppont for
opener’s major suit? It’s not quite that
simple. There are two side issues: One
is the shape of the hand; the other is
the strength. Opposite the same hand
for opener, suppose this is our hand:

OPENER RESPONDER
& JES & Q8

¥V AJ1062 W KB87S53
¢ QJls $ 964

& AS & J107

It 1ooks similar, since we still have
five-card support and only six high-
card points, But the hand is no longer
unbalanced. With a balanced hand,
the offensive potential is much less.
We would expect to lose at teast two
spade tricks, two digmmond tricks, and
a club frick.

Also, our defensive prospects have
increased. We'd expect to take at least
a spade, a heart, a diamond, and 2 club
on defense—perhaps two clubs. So
with this hand as responder, a raise
to 2¥ is probably best, perhaps com-
peting to 39 if the opponents come
into the auction.

Let's suppose we have this hend:

OPENER RESPONDER
L IR 4 3

¥ AJ1062 ¥ Kg753
¢ QJ8g ¢ A4

& A5 & K7652

Our offensive potential is back, but
we are too strong far a preemptive
raise to 49, There may be a slam, so
we need to take a more gradual
approach, perthaps a new suit, Jacoby
2NT, or a splinter bid—anything that
maves more slowly than 3 jump to 49.

Sa five-card support alone is not a
reason to raise directly to 4¥ or 4.
We must consider the constructive/
obstructive nature of the hand when
making our decision on the level to
which we will raise. —JH ry
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