Dear Jerry: I was the dealer with
this hand. What should I have bid?
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—C. ¥, Palm Desert, CA

Dear C.V.: Whenever you have an
extremely distributional hand, there
is no scientific answer on the best
opening bid. I think I would wait to
give my expert opinion until after
all four hands are exposed! Before
then, any action could be successful.
I would choose among 19, 49, 69,
and Pass. I wouldn’t open 2.

There is an approach referred to
as ‘walking the dog’ with hands like
this. You start by passing. There’s no
danger that the hand will get passed
out, since there are 31 high-card
points plus some distributional values
among the other three hands. You want
to hear what the other players have to
say before stepping into the auction.

One advantage of passing is that,
when you bid later, partner will know
you didn’t have enough strength to
make a normal opening bid at the
one level, so you must be bidding
based on trick-taking potential, not
high cards. Partner won’t double the
opponents expecting you to have a
lot of aces and kings.

Another advantage of passing and
then coming into the auction later is
that you may coax the opponents
into doubling for penalty rather than
bidding to their own contract. They
may have a lot of high cards, but they
won’t be expecting such freakish
distribution. You can take ten tricks
in your own hand in a 49 contract!

A similar philosophy applies to
making an opening bid of 1¥. That
won’t be followed by three passes,
and you can continue bidding hearts
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until at least the four level. If the
auction becomes competitive and
partner doubles the opponents for
penalty at a low level, you’ll bid
your suit again, since you don’t
have any defensive strength.

Some players would choose a pre-
emptive opening of 4%. No one could
quarrel with that. A wide-eyed
optimist might even open 6%. That
might work if partner produces a
couple of critical cards, such as the
VA and %K, or it might keep the
opponents from bidding a makeable
slam in 64, for example.

The reason I wouldn’t choose 24
is that partner would expect a much
different type of hand. Although I
can make ten tricks with no help
from partner, partner might move
toward slam with cards such as the
#MA-K and ®A-K, expecting them
to be of some value. Also, a 2
opening promises some defensive
strength if the opponents enter the
auction. With this hand, I might not
take a single trick if the opponents
were to bid 74, for example!

Dear Jerry: How many points do
you need to open in third position?

—Rachel, Chicago, IL

Dear Rachel.: For starters, if you
have an opening bid, simply open the
bidding! Don’t worry that partner
might think you have opened ‘light.”
Partner’s initial assumption will be
that you have a normal opening and
the auction can continue in the
usual manner.

Having said that, you do sometimes
open marginal hands in third position
— a couple of points fewer than in
first or second position. But it’s a
matter of judgment, and you must be
prepared to handle the subsequent
auction. Consider each of the following
hands as South after two passes.
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Well-known teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your bridge
questions. Send your questions to jerry@jerrvhelms.com.

WEST NorTH EAST SouTH
Pass Pass ?

This hand has only
11 high-card points, $ ?6}(4J 2
and I wouldn’t open it o Q85
in first or second seat. &T53
In third position, I
would open. There is some safety in
opening 1k, since I’'m prepared to
pass whatever partner responds.

However, my preference is to open
14. Don’t we play five-card majors?
Sure. Don’t [ know that I have only
a four-card spade suit? Yes. But I
have some reasons for opening 14.
If the auction gets competitive —
which it probably will since the
opponents must have some values
— I want a spade lead if we don’t buy
the contract and partner has to make
the opening lead. Also, a 14 bid
gives the opponents room to over-
call 14 or 19. If I open 14, they
will have to overcall at the two
level. Finally, I might convince the
opponents to keep out of a notrump
contract because they are worried that
I have a five-card spade suit.

This hand has the
same number of high-
card points, and I'm
prepared to pass any ¢QJs
suit partner picks over *Q53
a 1¥ opening. But if the opponents
win the auction, I don’t want to
steer partner to lead clubs. I'd rather
have partner choose the suit. So I'd
pass with this hand in third chair.
I’m not forced to open light.

This hand has only
10 high-card points e

i > WAK]I6H
but I'd open 1¥ in 4 105
third chair since [ g o
really want a heart
lead. I'll take my chances passing if
partner responds with a natural 2de.

So it’s not so much the points you
hold as the tactical considerations of
opening light in third chair. —~JH {3
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