Dear Jerry: Partner
opened 19, the opponent
on my right doubled,
and I responded 1Y with ; ?;9852
this hand. My partner
thought I should pass and that 1Y
should show at least a five-card suit
and 8 points. What do you think?
WEsT NORTH  EAST  SOUTH
1® Double ?

-Bob, Markham, ON

Dear Bob: Here is one premise I
essentially stand by:

47984
Y0763

When the opponents take an |
action that does not remove

any of the usual options, bid |
as naturally as possible.

We might think, “Why should I
bid with only 6 points and four
hearts to the queen?” First, partner
could still have as many as 19-20
points, so you might make a game.
It’s important to let partner know
that we have 6 or more points.
Second, just because right-hand
opponent made a takeout double
doesn’t mean that hearts, or spades,
isn’t the best place for our side to
play the contract. The complete deal
might be something like this:
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East has a perfectly reasonable
takeout double. If we pass, West
will likely bid 24, and now it will
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be difficult for our side to get back
into the auction. East-West can
make 24, If we bid 1Y, West will
probably pass, and our partner has a
comfortable raise to 2¥. Our side
can take eight or nine tricks in a
heart contract.

So don’t let an opponent’s takeout
double keep us from making our
natural bid. Our 1% response doesn’t
promise any extra values or extra
strength. We want to be aware that
our right-hand opponent likely has
at least three cards in the unbid
major suits, but that’s all.

One other point that requires
some clarification when our right-
hand opponent doubles partner’s
opening bid for takeout. Although
it’s true that a redouble would show
about 10 or more points, that doesn’t
mean that a one-level response is
limited to about 8-9 points. We
don’t have to redouble just because
we hold 10 or more points.

Another one of my premises is:

When we have suits to bid, |
| we should usually show them |

| as quickly as possible.

OpeNer —> 14 TAKEQUT
DouBLER

ﬂDouble‘/
RESPONDER —~ 7 J

o
YAB762

It would be mis-
guided to redouble
with this hand, even ¢ 1062
though we have 11 #& AQJ43
high-card points. How comfortable
would we feel if West now jumps
to 2# and East raises to 34? The
auction has come back to us and we
still haven’t started to describe our
hand. If we bid 49, partner may
pass with a singleton or doubleton
when we belong in 5 or 54.
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It would have been much easier if
we had simply responded 19 at our
first opportunity. When the opponents
compete to 3%, we have an easy bid
of 4%, showing a good hand with
hearts and clubs. Partner has a good
picture of our hand, and we should
land in our best fit. We’ve even left
room for partner to bid 4. We
might even belong in 64.

The redouble is generally reserved
for hands where we might be better
off defending. We’re hoping to double
the opponents’ contract for penalty.
We typically don’t have good support
for partner’s suit, but a balanced
hand other than that. For example:

OPENER —> 1 &

EDouble
RESPONDER—3 ? J

This hand would be & 4
ideal for a redouble. ¥ AJ107
With shortness in 4 Q1093
partner’s suit, it's not #KJ65
an asset if we play in spades, but has
good trick-taking potential if the
opponents play in a club, diamond,
or heart contract. We’re prepared to
double whatever they bid.

It’s also not a good idea to redouble
when we have four-card or longer
support for partner’s suit. If we have
a fit, the opponents are also likely
have a fit, and they may bid quickly
to a high level before we get a
chance to show our fit.

So with this hand in
the above auction, many
partnerships like to use
an artificial jump to &3
2NT, rather than the
redouble, to describe a hand with 10
or more points and four-card
support. This is usually referred to
as the Jordan, Truscott, or Dormer
convention. -JH O

Takeourt
DouBLER

AKQ84
Y K62
Q973

O R R

VoL. 12, No. 2

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007




