Ask Jerry

by Jerry Helms

Dear Jerry: My partner and I held
these hands in a recent tournament.

WEST EAsT

& AK #0105

YO1i103 YKJ962

$J87652 ® 4

S KO ® 0762

I was West and the auction went:
WEST NORTH  EAST SOUTH
1K J Pass v Pass
3¢  Pass  Pass  Pass

Ijumped to 3® to show extra strength,
but partner passed and I went down
three tricks. We would have been
better off in hearts. Partner thought
I should have raised hearts, even
though I only had three. I thought
partner should have rebid the five-
card suit. Who was right?

—Harold, MO

Dear Harold: Neither of you is
right...or wrong! Bridge is a game
of judgment and anything could
work well or badly on a given deal.
That’s why there are so many differ-
ent results in a duplicate game when
everyone is dealt the same cards.

You had 15 high-card points plus
2 length points for the six-card
diamond suit. That’s a medium-
strength hand. After you chose to
open 19—we’ll get back to that in a
moment—you had a difficult
choice of rebid. 3¢ certainly shows
the extra strength but doesn’t seem
appropriate with such a weak suit. A
jump to 2NT would promise about
18-19 points and a balanced hand,
not quite what you have.

I have nothing against raising
hearts to the two level with three-
card support, but a jump raise to 3%
should promise four-card support.
If I had opened 14 with your hand,
I would probably settle for a slight
underbid at my second turn. I would
raise to 2¥ or, possibly, rebid only
2. I'd have a little in reserve.
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As for your partner’s pass of 3¢, I
would agree. Partner has a minimum
response and it sounds as though
there may be a misfit. The heart suit
isn’t good enough to rebid at the
three level. 3¢ is only invitational,
and I don’t see where 1'd be getting
tricks if I bid 3NT.

So, how could the partnership
have avoided a poor result on these
hands? I think it goes back to the
opening bid. I would open INT
with the West hand. It shows 15-17
points and a balanced hand with no
singletons or voids. True, the hand
is only semi-balanced since there
are two doubletons, but it comes
back to one of my Jerryisms: Make
the bid that most resembles the
cards you hold.

Notice how an opening bid of INT
would solve all the problems on this
hand. You’ve described the hand in
one bid. Partner will sign off in
hearts, by transferring and then
passing if that’s the methods you
use. That gets you to the best spot.

One of my pet theories is that you
should plan your second bid before
making your first. Keep in mind
that the best bid is often a choice
among imperfect alternatives. So,
don’t strive for perfection. Make the
best bid you can.

Based on this, my advice is to
open INT with any hand that
resembles a INT opening bid.
Suppose you hold & Q4
this hand. If you YK974
open 14, you will ¢ AQJ62
have a difficult choice % K8
of rebid after partner responds 14.
INT is too weak, but a reverse into
29 is a bit of an overbid.

If you make the slightly off-center
opening of INT, the rebid problems
go away. Make the auction easier on
yourself, and on your partner! —-JH {2
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