Dear Jerry: Partner opened 19

The opponent on my & [0 5
right overcalled 19.1 W 92
responded INT with # K87 4
this hand. After the #A48632

deal was over, my opponent said she
(mis)defended the way she did
because she thought I had a spade
stopper. She made unpleasant
remarks, including that I shouldn 't
be playing if I didn't know I could
not bid INT without a spade stopper.
—Maureen, ON

(See BRIDGE ETIQUETTE on page 17
Jor another aspect of this question.)
Dear Maureen: | want to start by
voicing my concern that you were
criticized at the table for your
choice of INT. Making any negative
comment about another player’s
decision just isn’t part of the game.

Now to the technical side of the
issue. If the opponent on your right
had passed over partner’s 1'% opening
bid, no one would disagree with a
response of INT. With 7 high-card
points plus 1 length point, you have
too much to pass but not enough
strength to bid a new suit at the two
level. You don’t have support for
partner’s suit and can’t bid a suit at
the one level. So this hand falls into
the catchall response of INT.

Things are a little different when
your right-hand opponent interferes.
You are no longer obligated to bid
with 6-10 points just to keep the
auction going. If you pass, partner
will have another opportunity to bid
with a big hand, so you won’t miss a
game. Also, other options become
available such as doubling or cue-
bidding the opponent’s suit.

So, if you freely choose to bid
INT after the overcall, the inference
1s that you are seriously suggesting
notrump as the best contract for
vour side. That implies that you
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have some strength-—one or more
stoppers—in the overcalled suit,
since that is the suit most likely to
be led by the opponents. Both your
partner and the opponents would
expect you to have a stronger spade
holding than #10-5 for the INT bid.

Having said that, I would not expect
any comment from the opponents if
anyone did decide to respond INT
with the hand you held. The last
time I checked, nothing prevents me
or anyone else from taking a view
on any hand. In my seminars, I often
tell my students:

To become a better player,

there are times when you
have to color outside the line!

Even an expert might choose to
bid INT with the hand you held on
occasion. However, let’s look at
other possibilities.

The classic option with a hand
like this would be to make a negative
double. It shows exactly what you
have: enough to compete, and support
for the unbid suits. It says to opener,
your partner, “I want to get into the
auction but | can’t raise your hearts,
and I don’t want to respond INT. Pick
one of the unbid suits or give me a
further description of your hand.”
You can expect partner to choose
one of the minor suits, rebid hearts
or rebid notrump. The double has a
good chance of getting your part-
nership to the best contract.

Another point Id like to raise is
that, in a competitive auction, whether
or not you are using the negative
double, pass doesn’t mean that you
have a bad hand. It merely says that
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auction begins the same way:
WEsST NortH  EAST  SouTth

8 4 | ?
The hand is unsuitable for INT since
it doesn’t have a spade stopper. It is
also unsuitable for a negative dou-
ble since we don’t have support for
one of the unbid suits, diamonds.
We don’t have support for hearts,
and we aren’t quite strong enough
to bid 2. All that’s left is to pass
and await further developments. The
auction isn’t over, so we may still
get a chance to show our values.

Dear Jerry: | held # 082
this hand as Southin Y AJ 1098
a tournament, and * A
the auction began: #K 743
WEST NORTH EAST  SouTH
1Y
Pass 2¢ Pass ?

What should I have rebid?
—A. MacDonald, ON

Dear A.M.: With a hand like this, 1
find it helpful to think about what |
should not do. Since partner’s 24
response is 100% forcing, pass is
not an option. The other possibilities
are all flawed. Rebidding 2% would
tend to show a six-card suit, since |
have already promised five. 2NT
would tend to show a balanced hand,
but I have a singleton diamond and
nothing in spades. 3%, a new suit at
the three level, would show extra
values or a more distributional hand.

With a choice among flawed bids,
try to make the smallest lie. I would
rebid 2%, even with a five-card suit.
Partner should allow for this, since
the 24 response has left very little
room to maneuver. If partner had
responded |#, | would have lots of
room-—1I could bid INT, 2d, or 24,
In that case, 2% would guarantee a
six-card suit. The less room I have,
the more likely that | may have to
rebid a five-card suit. JH (2

there is no available action that

describes the cards & 7642

you hold. For example, ¥ Q5

suppose you have this ® 76

hand as Southandthe # AQ754
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