
Dear Jerry: My partner
opened 1♠ and I held
this hand as responder.
The bidding continued:

OPENER RESPONDER

1♠ 2♠
3♣ 3♠

Pass
With only 6 points I wanted to stop
as cheaply as possible. We made ten
tricks. Should I have bid more?

R. Fischer
Carlsbad, CA

Dear R.F.: Since you have already
agreed on spades as the trump suit,
partner’s 3♣ bid in this situation is a
help suit game try. It doesn’t ask
about the strength of your raise. It

only asks “Do you have help in
clubs?” The ♣K is definitely some
help, so you should accept the game
try by jumping to 4♠ . The combined
hands might be something like this:

PARTNER YOU

♠ A Q J 7 6 ♠ K 8 5 3
♥ 9 ♥ 8 7 2
♦ 6 2 ♦ 9 5 3
♣ A Q 7 4 3 ♣ K 6 2
Partner should lose only one heart

trick and two diamonds. You can
make a game even though there are
only 19 combined high-card points.

Suppose the auction
begins the same way and
you have this hand. You
have 9 high-card points

but you don’t have any help in clubs.
Reject the game try and sign off in
3♠. The combined hands might be:

PARTNER YOU

♠ A Q J 7 6 ♠ K 8 5 3
♥ 9 ♥ K 7 2
♦ 6 2 ♦ Q J 3
♣ A Q 7 4 3 ♣ 8 6 2
Partner has to lose a heart, two 

diamonds, and at least one club ...
perhaps two. Even 3♠ is in jeopardy.

What if partner doesn’t need help
in a specific suit? For example:

PARTNER YOU

♠ Q J 7 6 4 2 ♠ K 8 5 3
♥ A 5 ♥ K 7 2
♦ K 7 5 ♦ Q J 3
♣ A 4 ♣ 8 6 2
Partner now rebids 3♠ asking

whether you have a maximum or a
minimum. The auction would go:

OPENER RESPONDER

1♠ 2♠
3♠ 4♠

I’m from North Carolina and like to
play “North Carolina help suit game
tries.” If I think game is possible, I bid
it ... and then try to make it!     —JH

Well-known teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your
bridge questions. Send your questions to jeryhelms@aol.com.
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play bridge

♠ K 8 5 3
♥ 8 7 2
♦ 9 5 3
♣ K 6 2

♠ K 8 5 3
♥ K 7 2
♦ Q J 3
♣ 8 6 2




