play bridge

Well-known teacher and player Jerry Helms answers your
bridge questions. Send your questions to jeryhelms@aol.com.

Ask Jer

Dear Jerry: My left-hand opponent
opened 1% and partner overcalled
14, Right-hand opponent passed
and so do I with this & 4
hand. We got a poor v KJ83
result. Should I have ¢ A 954
bid something? & J1082
S. Esther
Burlington, VT

Dear S.E.: In such situations, you
need to consider the pros and cons of
bidding. The reasons for passing are:
no fit with partner’s suit; no good
long suit of your own; a poor stopper
in the opponent’s suit. The reasons
for bidding are that you might
improve the contract and there might
be a game. Although partner could
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have as few as 8 or 9 points, partner
could also have as many as 16 HCPs
and more with distribution. Right-
hand opponent’s silence indicates
that your side likely has at least half
the points on this hand.

My choice would be to bid INT.
By choosing some action on these
cards, a lot of positive things might
happen. For example, these could
be the combined hands:

PARTNER You
o AJ873 & 14
vy AQ62 vy KJ83
¢ 63 ¢ A9514
& 94 & J1082

If you bid INT, partner will try 2.
That’s a better contract. In 14, partner

is likely to lose at least three spades,
a diamond, and two clubs. In 2%, you
might lose only a diamond and three
clubs since you can ruff some of your
spade losers in dummy.

Or the combined hands might be:

PARTNER You
o KQ873 & 4
vy Q102 vy KJ83
¢ 863 ¢ A954
* Q9 & J1082

Partner will pass INT and you
should get at least one spade, three
hearts, a diamond, and two clubs.
Partner is unlikely to make 14.

I’ve noticed in duplicate that there
is often a race to be in INT when the
strength is evenly divided. The side
that plays there usually does better
than the side that defends.

Or these might be the hands:

PARTNER You
& A10975 )
v AQ vy KJ&83
¢ KQS83 ¢ A954
& 94 & J1082

If diamonds break 3-2, you have
at least nine tricks in 3NT. —JH





