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A Royal Weekend

Marti Ronemus, well known for her
work and training programs for
Easybridge!, has a favorite place to

invite bridge players for a weekend-long
bridge party. It’s at the very top of the Pocono
Mountains, overlooking 5500 private acres of
simply stunning scenery; lakes, woods, water-
falls, golf courses and formal gardens! 

It was built in the early 1920s, and each room for the
bridge activities has a different, breathtaking view.  How
was Marti introduced to such a place?

“I went to Skytop Lodge for the first time as a child.
Dad would take my sisters and me for weekends as a
reward. Made the honor roll? Accomplished a special
goal? A special holiday? Off we’d go to Skytop! All
through our growing-up years, we associated it with won-
derful family times.”

Marti wanted to share her enthusiasm for this very spe-
cial place and decided to host a weekend-long bridge party
in the fall, and invite anyone interested in sharing this spe-
cial location.  There will be five sessions of bridge, dupli-
cate and social, preceded by a series of bridge tips on “The
Power of the Small Cards.” The focus is the introduction of
guidelines for play and defense. “The material is not only
illuminating,” she says, “but great fun!” It sounds as if
everything is in place for a weekend where we can enjoy
our favorite game and be treated like royalty!  

www.bridgeboardrom.com
mronemus@suscom.net  •  (717) 699-5222
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About Jerry
Our popular columnist, Jerry Helms, is also a world-
class lecturer and player. His clients are even willing to
brave sleet, ice and snow to hear his “Jerry-isms.” Jerry
explains, “We’re used to snow in the Carolinas every
other year whether we need it or not, but we have a mod-

erate climate and it’s really not uncommon to play golf, at times, in January
or February.” Not this year, though. Jerry drove amidst a snowstorm to the
Hope Valley Country Club in Durham, North Carolina, in early February
for his third annual festival. On arriving, he called the organizer, Margaret
Rouse, asking whether to cancel the event. “Who would come in this weath-
er?” he wondered. At 9 a.m. only one person had arrived; by 9:30 there were
a few more; and by 10 o’clock the count was up to 40 ... with 46 by the end
of the day. Everything was closed ... except the bridge festival!

Things were a little warmer for Jerry’s next event, with Sharon and
Zeke Jabbour in San Miguel De Allende, one of Mexico’s loveliest cities.

Although many of Jerry’s events are private affairs, you can experi-
ence him at Amelia Island in Plantation, Florida. Call 904-388-4208 or
e-mail ahudman@aol.com for further information.

Marti and her dad, Edward J. Scanlon, on the cover of their
collaborative book about his 50 years as a veterinarian, titled
Animal Patients. They’re holding Ming, a Chinese Crested,
and Spot, a Smooth Fox Terrier. Of course, they celebrated
the publication of the book with a visit to Skytop Lodge!   

Jerry Helms spent time before the San
Miguel festival with his son Jake, who is on a
football scholarship at Lenoir Rhyne College
in Hickory, North Carolina. After that, it was
back to spring training for Jake. 




