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Dear Jerry, 
Do you have some pointers on 

how to bid black two-suited hands? 
The other night, as dealer, I held: 

.AJ8654 ¥- +9 4tKQ9763. 

I figured (correctly) there would 
be a lot of bidding, so I opened 14t 
and planned to bid spades at every 
opportunity after that. I did get 
to bid spades three times, and we 
ended up in 4., making. However, 
someone at the table criticized me, 
saying I should have opened 1•. 

On the very next deal, believe it 
or not, in second position, I held: 

.KJ863 ¥J +K4 4tAQ972. 

This time, I opened 1•. My LHO 
overcalled 4 ¥ . I never had an op
portunity to show my clubs, and we 
had a poor result. Please give me 
some advice. 

TomfromNC 

Hi Tom, 
While I may disagree with your 

methods, neither I nor your oppo
nents have the right to criticize your 
decision at the bridge table. I have 
often said that it is okay to be wrong, 
but not okay to be "wrong loud." Any 
opponent offering unsolicited advice, 
especially unsolicited negative com
ments at the table, is guilty ofbeing 
wrong very loud! 

For many years, the theory about 
bidding black two-suited hands was 
to open l4t when holding minimum 
values, planning to bid and rebid 

spades. The advantage of this, as you 
noted, is that space is saved allow
ing you to introduce both suits and 
offer partner a choice at the most 
economical level. With extra values, 
the theory continued, open 1. so 
that when you introduce clubs later, 
at perhaps the three level, you would 
be showing those extras. 

The prevailing sentiment among 
experienced players that I recently 
polled was to open 1• when hold
ing 5-5 in the black suits unless the 
spade suit is poor and the club suit 
strong. This may lose in competition, 
but the preemptive value offered by 
opening 1. often negates this disad
vantage. 

With both the 5-5 and 6-6 hand, 
I would open 1. and hope the op
ponents would be silent or at least be 
gentle with their interference. In a 
non-competitive auction, partner may 
misjudge my suit lengths if I open 
l4t followed by bidding and rebid
ding spades. 

The beauty of this game, among 
other things, is that nothing is always 
right or always wrong. Everything 
you did (or thought) was reasonable, 
if not mainstream. 

Dear Jerry, 
In the sequence 14t-Pass-1+-?, 

can you use 24t or 2 + as a Mi
chaels cuebid to show the majors? 
Maybe 24t should show 5-5 with 
better hearts and 2 + could show 
5-5 with better spades? 

Bob 

Hi Bob, 
As always, partnership agreement 

is the key. In the sequence 14t-Pass
1 +-24t/2 +, I prefer to play both 
24t and 2 + as natural bids. If you 
held 5-5 or better in the majors, you 
could either double for takeout or •••i 

••• 

jump to 2NT (unusual) for the two 
unbid suits. This agreement also 
applies after Im-Pass-IM-2m/2M 
(where "m" stands for minors and 
"M" for majors), so that an overcall 
of either suit is natural. With the 
other two suits, either double, or with 
enough shape, jump to 2NT. 

Related to this, although you did 
not ask, I do not advocate the treat
ment known as "sandwich notrump." 
In my opinion, this is a misguided 
convention defining a lNT overcall 
as a shapely takeout after the op
ponents bid two suits. The premise is 
that with a balanced hand, and values 
in their suits, you should stay out 
of the auction. Aargh! This violates 
every principle of bidding that I 
strongly believe in, Le., if an option 
to express your values and shape 
presents itself, take it! Never wait. 

After l4t-Pass-l.-?, holding: 

.AQ5 ¥Q6 +9543 4tAKJ7, 

I cannot imagine doing anything 
other than overcalling a natural 1NT. 
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